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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 

and  the  Local  Authority  for  the  Burgh  of  Greenock. 


L.jjji  ES  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  for  the  year  1939. 

There  are  no  outstanding  features  in  this  report  to  which 
attention  can  be  particularly  directed.  The  year  has  been, 
from  a health  point  of  view,  a very  ordinary  year. 

The  outbreak  of  war  has,  however,  brought  many  new 
problems  and  has  aggravated  old  ones,  and,  for  these,  solutions 
will  require  to  be  worked  out. 

I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Corporation  for  their 
support  during  a trying  year,  and  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  never  failing  help  and  loyalty  of  the  staff  of  my  depart- 
ment, and  of  the  co-operation  of  my  colleagues  in  the  Corpor- 
ation’s service. 

I am. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Alexander  Johnstone, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


30th  December,  1940. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

1939. 

Population  as  estimated  at  the  middle  of  1939,  81,366 

Acreage  of  Burgh,  3,739 

Density  of  population  per  acre,  21.76 

Birth-rate,  20.3 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  births,  5.1 

Marriage-rate  (uncorrected),  8.1 

Death-rate — all  causes,  13.4 

Death-rate — all  tuberculosis,  1.11 

Death-rate^ — tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system, 0.93 

Death-rate — non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  0.18 

Death-rate — principal  epidemic  diseases,  0.44 

Infantile  mortality  rate,  88. 

All  rates  given  are  corrected  for  transfers  except  where  other- 
wise indicated. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICTS. 


A — EAST  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal  wards  Nos. 
I.,  IL,  and  HI. 

B — EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal 
wards  Nos.  IV.  and  V. 

C — VVEST  CENTRAL  DISTRIUr — corresponds  to  municipal 
wards  Nos.  VI.  and  VII. 

D - WEST  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal  ward  No 
VIII. 
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Medical  Officer’s  Report 

For  the  Year  1939. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  burgh  to  the  middle  of  1939  is  81,366  and  this 
figure  has  been  used  as  the  basis  of  all  statistical  calculations 
except  where  otherwise  indicated. 

This  estimated  population  shows  an  increase  of  69  over  last 
year’s  figure. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  is  559.  This  shows  a 
decrease  on  last  year’s  figure  of  604,  and  is  also  below  the  aver- 
age for  the  last  ten  years,  namely  590. 

Births  and  Birth-r.\te. — The  number  of  births  registered 
during  1939  was  1,675.  This  number  on  correction  becomes 
1,652  (861  males  and  791  females)  and  the  equivalent  rate  is 
20.3.  Last  year’s  figure  was  20.2,  and  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years  is  20.83. 

Tables  I.  to  IV.  give  further  information  on  this  subject. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  was  146,  an  increase  on  last  year’s  figure  of  123, 
but  below  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years,  namly  167.  The 
corresponding  infantile  mortality  rate  is  88.  Last  year’s  figure 
was  75  and  the  last  ten  yearly  average  96.78. 

Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus  was  responsible  for  23.28 
per  cent,  of  the  total  infantile  deaths,  premature  birth  for  23.28, 
pneumonia  19.17,  and  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  for  8.90  per  cent. 

Deaths  and  Death-rate. — The  number  of  deaths  registered 
in  the  burgh  was  1,122.  When  corrected  for  transfers  this 
figure  becomes  1,093  ( 609  males  and  484  females).  The 
corresponding  death-rate  is  13.4.  This  figure  is  higher  than 
last  year,  when  it  was  12.8,  but  below  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years  14.37.  The  average  age  at  death  was  approximately 
57  years. 
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Causes  of  Death. — The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of 
death  during  1939: — Heart  disease,  173;  cancer,  125;  cerebral 
haemorrhage,  106;  tuberculosis  (all  forms),  90;  congenital 
debility,  74;  old  age,  56;  pneumonia,  52;  violence,  52; 
bronchitis,  48;  diseases  of  nervous  system  and  sense  organs,  42. 

Tables  II.  and  III.  give  further  information  regarding  causes 
of  death,  which  may  be  conveniently  grouped  as  follows : — 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — Influenza  w'as  the  cause  of 
deaths  (14  of  which  were  in  persons  over  55  years  of  age), 
whooping  cough  was  responsible  for  9 deaths,  diphtheria  for  3, 
scarlet  fever  for  2,  enteric  fever  and  cerebro-spinal  fever  for 
one  each,  while  4 were  due  to  other  epidemic  diseases. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause,  therefore,  was 
36,  which  produces  a death-rate  of  0.44.  These  figures  are 
slightly  higher  than  the  corresponding  figures  for  last  year, 
viz.  32  and  0.39,  but  are  less  than  the  last  quinquennial  averages 
54  and  0.67. 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — During  the  year  the  number  of  deaths 
deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  76,  and  the  corres- 
ponding death-rate  0.93,  as  against  64  deaths  and  a rate  of  0.78 
last  year.  The  average  rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  0.79. 

Tuberculosis  of  other  organs  gave  14  deaths.  The  non- 
pulmonary  rate  is  0.17,  which  is  lower  than  last  year’s  rate  of 
0.30,  and  also  below  the  last  quinquennial  average  of  0.24. 

The  total  tuberculosis  death-rate  is,  therefore,  1.11,  which  is 
slightly  higher  than  last  year’s  figure  of  1.09,  and  also  above 
the  average  for  the  last  five  years  1.03. 

Malignant  Disease. — Cancer  in  its  various  forms  was  respon- 
responsible  for  1(25  deaths  (70  males  and  55  females)  and  the 
death-rate  is  1.53.  Last  year’s  number  of  deaths  was  115  and 
the  rate  1.41.  The  average  number  of  deaths  for  the  last  ten 
years  is  119  (57  males  and  62  females)  and  the  death-rate  1.47 
(males  0.70,  females  0.77). 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  Systern. — The  number  of  deaths 
from  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  was  188,  of  which  173 
were  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and  15  from  other  causes.  The 
heart  disease  death-rate  is  2.12,  which  is  th  same  as  the  corres- 
ponding figure  for  last  year,  but  higher  than  the  last  five  yearly 
average  2.09. 
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Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. — These  diseases  produced 
duced  112  deaths  during  the  year,  which  figure  gives  an  equiv- 
alent death-rate  of  1.37.  These  figures  are  lower  than  those  of 
1938,  which  were  128  deaths  and  a rate  of  1.57.  The  average 
number  for  the  last  ten  years  is  173  and  the  rate  2.15. 

Pneumonia  was  responsible  for  52  of  the  total  respiratory 
deaths  and  the  death-rate  from  this  cause  is  0.63.  Last  year 
the  number  was  59  and  the  death-rate  0.72,  the  average  death- 
rate  for  the  last  five  years  being  0.95.  Of  these  deaths  28 
occurred  in  children  under  one  year,  2 in  children  aged  1-5 
years,  and  eleven  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65. 

P.ronchitis  accounted  for  48  deaths,  and  of  these  four  were 
in  children  under  the  age  of  5,  while  32  were  in  persons  over 
65  years  of  age.  The  death-rate  is  0.58  as  against  0.70  last  yar, 
and  the  previous  quinquennial  average  0.72. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Sense  Organs. — The 
deaths  classified  under  this  group  numbered  148,  of  which  106 
were  due  to  cerebral  haemorrhage,  embolism  or  thrombosis. 
The  death-rate  from  this  cause  is  1.30  as  against  1.10  last  year 
and  the  last  five  yearly  average  1.32. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  S^'stcin. — Deaths  referable  to  the 
digestive  system  numbered  80,  of  which  22  were  due  to 
diarhoea  and  enteritis,  and  of  these  13  were  in  children  under 
1 year  of  age.  Thirteen  were  caused  by  gastric  and  duodenal 
ulcer,  10  by  appendicitis,  6 by  diseases  of  the  liver,  and  29  by 
other  digestive  diseases. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  in  child- 
ren under  one  year  of  age  was  13  in  1938,  and  the  last  quin- 
quennial mean  is  17. 

Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  System. — The  deaths  from 
diseases  of  this  system  totalled  51,  of  which  29  were  due  to 
nephritis  and  22  to  other  conditions. 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth. — The  Registrar 
Oeneral  shows  11  deaths  from  this  cause,  two  being  due  to 
puerperal  sepsis,  and  nine  to  other  puerperal  causes. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  Registrar  General’s  puerperal 
death  figures  for  the  period  1900-1939,  along  with  figures  cal- 
culated in  this  department,  which,  being  the  result  of  consider- 
able detailed  investigation,  probably  give  a more  true  indi- 
cation of  the  maternal  death-rate  : — 


10 


Period. 

Death-rate  from 
Puerperal  Sepsis, 
Registrar  General. 

Death-rate  from 
Other  Puerperal 
Causes, 

^effistrar  General. 

Total  Puerperal 
Death-rate, 
Registrar  General.. 

Maternal 
Death-rate 
Public  Health 
Department- 

1900-1904, 

2.46 

2.84 

5.31 

— 

1905-1909, 

1.59 

3.53 

5.13 

1910-1914, 

1.26 

5.37 

6. 63 

1915-1919, 

0.88  1 

4.95 

5.83 

1920-1924, 

1.58  1 

4.71 

6.29 

1925-1929, 

1930, 

1931, 

1932, 

1933, 

1934, 

1930-1934, 

1935, 

1.80 

1.62 

1.76 
3.05 
0.60 
1.40 

1.77 

.4.16 

4.76 

6.49 

5.28 

4.27 

4.21 

5.00 

4.72 

5.96 
4. 76 
8.11 
7.04 
7.32 
4.81 
. 6.40^ 
6.49 

5.82 

8.11 

5.87 

6.71 

4.21 

6.14 

7.67 

1936, 

1.83 

4.28 

6.11 

7.54 

1937^ 

0.57 

4.57 

5.14 

5.14 

1938', 

1939, 

1.21 

2.43 

3.65 

3.65 

1.21 

5.44 

6.65 

6.65 

1935U939, 

i 1.31 

4.29 

5.60 

; 6.09 

Investigation  in  this  department  shows  that  there  were  in 
all  13  maternal  deaths  as  against  10  last  year. 

The  causes  of  death  may  be  classified  as  follows 

(I)  Conditions  connected  with  pregnancy  and  parturition,  11 

Obstetric  shock,  - ■ ‘ ‘ ^ 

Septic  abortion, 

Toxaemia,  ■■■*■? 

Anaesthetic  death,  - 2 

Ruptured  uterus,  " ' ’ ' i 

Acute  yellow  atrophy,  - - - - 1 

(II)  Conditions  associated  with,  but  not  directly  connected 

with  pregnancy  or  parturition,  - - - - 2 

Tuberculosis  of  lungs,  . - - 1 

Carcinoma  of  perineum,  - - - 1 

Eight  cases  atended  the  ante-natal  clinic : six  of  these  were 
under  regular  supervision,  one  attended  once  only,  thereafter 
being  confined  to  bed  with  doctor  and  midwife  in  attendance, 
one  attended  once  with  active  tuberculosis  and  was  referred  to 
hospital  for  therapeutic  abortion.  Two  were  under  supervision 
of  the  midwife  only,  one  was  supervised  by  her  own  doctor, 
and  two  abortions  had  no  ante-natal  care  at  all. 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and  Congenital  Malformations. 
Deaths  from  this  cause  numbered  74  and  may  be  classified  as 
follows Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus,  34;  premature 
birth,  34;  congenital  malformations,  3;  injury  at  birth,  1; 
hydrocephalus,  1;  atelectasis,  1.  Last  year’s  number  was  66 
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and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  72.  Further  informa- 
tion regarding  diseases  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  w^ill 
be  found  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  section  of  the 
report. 

Violent  Deaths. — These  numbered  54,  of  which  two  were 
apparently  suicidal  (2  males),  and  52  accidental  (40  males,  12 
females).  The  corresponding  figures  for  last  year  were  4 
suicides  (3  males,  1 female)  and  40  other  violent  deaths  (23 
males,  17  females),  while  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years  is 
5 deaths  from  suicide  and  37  from  other  violence. 

Stattstical  Comparison. — The  following  table  gives  a com- 
parison of  the  various  rates  in  the  Public  Health  Districts,  and 
the  average  age  at  death  as  estimated  in  this  department: — 


A. 

East. 

B. 

East 

Central. 

c. 

West 

Central. 

D. 

West. 

Population,  .... 

27,724 

14,087 

25,344 

14,142 

Density  per  acre,  .... 

21.65 

10.3.58 

33.04 

9.09 

Birth-rate,  .... 

32.21 

15.68 

16.57 

13.08 

Infantile  mortality-rate,  ... 

94.06 

31.67 

102.38 

64.86 

General  death-rate. 

15.58 

10.58 

11.67 

15.13 

Tuberculosis  death-rate,  .... 

1.37 

1.13 

0.90 

0.91 

.Average  age  at  death, 

53.60 

56.61 

56.31 

65.91 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  ascertained 
during  the  year  1939  was  2,176,  which  is  above  last  year’s  figure 
of  1,924,  but  below  the  mean  of  the  previous  quinquennium 
3,455.  The  incidence  rate  of  infectious  disease  in  the  com- 
munity as  a whole  during  the  year  was  26.74  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Further  information  regarding  infectious  diseases  will  be 
found  in  Tables  V.  to  VIII. 

MEASLES. — There  were  45  cases  of  this  disease  notified 
during  the  year,  of  which  14  occurred  in  children  under  the  age 
of  5.  The  incidence  rate  over  the  age  period  0-5  is  1.70.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

Last  year  90  cases  were  notified  and  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years  is  1,157.  One  case  had  also  scarlet  fever  and  one  case 
was  removed  to  hospital.  The  months  of  highest  incidence 
were  May  and  March. 
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There  was  no  need  to  make  any  special  arrangement  for 
visitation  and  supervision  during  the  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — Six  hundred  and  forty  seven  cases 
were  notified,  with  the  highest  incidence  in  March,  February 
and  January.  Last  year’s  figure  was  154,  and  the  last  quin- 
quennial mean  504.  Three  cases  had  also  chickenpox  and  one 
scarlet  fever. 

The  number  of  cases  in  children  under  five  years  of  age  was 
359,  and  there  were  eight  deaths  during  that  period  of  life. 
The  incidence  rate  over  the  age  period  0-5  is,  therefore,  43.64. 
the  death-rate  0.97,  and  the  case  mortality  rate  2.22  per  cent. 

As  in  the  case  of  measles,  there  was  no  need  to  make  special 
arrangements  for  visitation  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Two  hundred  and  forty  cases  were 
notified,  with  the  highest  incidence  in  January,  February, 
March  and  May.  Last  year’s  figure  was  524,  and  the  average 
for  the  last  five  years  269.  There  were  two  deaths.  Three 
cases  had  also  chickenpox,  one  whooping  cough  and  one 
measles.  The  incidence  rate  over  the  whole  population  was 
2.94,  and  the  case  mortality  rate  0.83  per  cent. 

DIPHTHERIA. — There  were  91  cases  of  diphtheria  dis- 
covered during  the  year.  The  number  last  year  was  85,  and 
the  last  five  yearly  avergae  is  125.  The  incidence  rate  over 
the  whole  population  is  1.11,  and,  as  the  deaths  numbered  3. 
the  death-rate  is  0.03,  and  the  case  mortality  rate  3,29  per  cent. 

Contacts. — Swabbing  of  the  throats  of  contacts  of  diphtheria 
cases  was  carried  out  in  74  instances  where  it  appeared  to  be 
necessary  and  6 such  persons  gave  a positive  result.  .Ml  of 
them  were  admitted  to  hospital,  and  2 developed  symptoms  of 
the  disease. 

Immunisation. — In  last  year’s  report,  mention  was  made  of 
the  very  poor  response  from  the  parents  of  Greenock  to  the 
offer  of  complete  protection  of  their  children  against  diph- 
theria: this  year  the  situation  is  even  less  satisfactory,  and  the 
only  reason  that  can  be  found  is  apathy  on  the  part  of  the 
parents  themselves ; the  war  cannot  be  put  forward  as  an 
excuse  because  in  wartime  the  danger  of  epidemics  is  well 
known  to  be  much  greater  than  usual. 

The  propaganda  may  be  at  fault,  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
this  can  be  the  case : every  school  child  in  Greenock  receives  a 
circular  to  take  home,  and  a card  to  be  completed  if  immuni- 
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sation  is  desired.  The  circular  explains  the  dangers  of  diph- 
theria, which  is  especially  lethal  to  children  of  school  age  and 
describes  the  simple  nature  of  the  preventive  treatment — three 
injections  at  most.  It  is  indeed  extraordinary  that,  while  full 
and  safe  protection  is  available  to  all,  children’s  lives  are  still 
being  risked  and  thrown  away  every  year. 

CHICKENPOX. — Four  hundred  and  fifty  three  cases  were 
notified  during  the  year,  mostly  in  March,  November, 
February,  October  and  December.  There  were  no  deaths. 
The  number  last  year  was  697,  and  the  last  five  yearly  average 
655.  Three  cases  had  also  scarlet  fever  and  three  had  whoop- 
ing cough. 

MUMPS. — Five  hundred  and  eighty  five  cases  in  all  were 
notified  to  the  department,  with  the  highest  incidence  in  Octo- 
ber, November  and  May. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. — Four  cases  of  this  group  were  notified 
as  against  the  same  number  last  year,  and  a previous  quin- 
quennial average  of  6.  There  was  one  death. 

One  of  the  cases  was  of  typhoid  fever,  and  one  was  of  para- 
typhoid B type,  while  one  was  later  diagnosed  as  pneumonia, 
and  one  as  colitis. 

Examination  of  faeces  and  urine  from  patients  who  had 
typhoid  fever  in  Smithston  Asylum  during  1937  was  continued 
during  1939,  to  exclude  carriers.  The  result  of  all  examinations 
was  negative. 

DYSENTERY. — Eight  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified,  but 
only  two  of  these  were  verified  bacteriologically,  both  being 
of  the  Flexner  type.  All  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 
One  of  the  cases  had  also  malaria. 

PNEUMONIA. — Ninety-one  cases  were  discovered,  38  being 
of  acute  primary  type,  5 influenzal,  and  48  presumably  second- 
ary to  some  other  infection.  The  highest  incidence  occurred 
in  the  months  of  December,  February  and  January.  The  last 
year’s  figure  was  97  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  is 
108.  Ten  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  and  the  number  of 
deaths  was  52. 

MAL.^RIA. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during 
the  year.  One  of  the  cases  had  also  dysentery. 
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CERERRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS.— Three  cases  of  this 
disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  there  was  one  death. 

SMALLPOX. — There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  during 
1939. 

Vaccination. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  east 
and  west  registration  districts  of  the  burgh  during  1938  was 
1,522.  By  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  236  of  these  child- 
ren had  been  successfully  vaccinated,  thirteen  were  found  to 
be  constitutionally  insusceptible,  85  had  died  before  vaccin- 
ation had  been  carried  out,  in  4 a medical  certificate  of  post- 
ponement had  been  issued,  and  44  had  left  the  district  or  were 
otherwise  unaccounted  for,  while  declarations  of  conscientious 
objection  had  been  made  in  respect  of  1,140.  Of  the  children 
available  for  vaccination,  therefore,  74  per  cent,  were  not  vac- 
cinated. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  one  vaccinations  were  carried  out 
on  110  children  under  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  scheme 
at  the  Corporation  clinics.  In  69  cases  vaccination  was  suc- 
cessful on  the  first  occasion,  in  21  cases  on  the  second,  in  10 
cases  on  the  third,  while  in  10  cases  vaccination  was  unsuc- 
cessful after  three  attempts,  and  the  children  were  considered 
insusceptible. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA.— 

(I). — Total  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  area  of  the 
Local  Authority,  (corrected  figures  as  finally 
diagnosed)  ; — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital.  0),  - - 1 

(b)  Puerperal  P}'rexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  2),  - - 3 

(II). — Total  number  of  cases  removed  to  Infectious  Diseases 

Hospital : — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Matrenity  Hospital,  0),  - 1 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  ------  — 

(III) . — Total  number  of  deaths: — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever,  - --  --  --  — 

0^)  Puerperal  Pyrexai,  ------  — 

(IV) . — Number  of  cases  following  instrumental  delivery: — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever,  - --  --  --  — 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  (Maternity  Hospital,  1),  - 2 

(V). — Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  cases  under  (IV) : — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever, — 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  ------  — 
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(VI). — Numher  of  cases  where  the  Local  Authority  provided 

on  the  request  of  medical  practitioners : — 

(i)  Consultant  Service  (included  under  Child  Welfare),  — 

(ii)  Bacteriological  Examinations,  . . . . — 

(iii)  Skilled  nursing  at  Home,  -----  — 

(iv)  Hospital  treatment,  puerperal  fever),  - - - 1 

(VIT). — Observation  on  the  working  of  the  Regulations,  - - Nil. 

Investigation. — The  case  notified  as  puerperal  fever  followed 
normal  confinement.  On  admission  to  infectious  diseases 
hospital  mastitis  was  developing,  and,  as  there  was  no  evidence 
of  puerperal  sepsis,  the  case  was  transferred  to  general  hos- 
pital for  surgical  treatment. 

The  information  elicited  by  investigation  of  cases  notified 
as  puerperal  pyrexia  may  be  summarised  as  follows : — 

(I)  Age  of  Patients. — Under  20,  1 ; 20  to  24,  1 ; 35  to  39,  1. 

(II) .  Number  of  confinement. — First,  3. 

(III) .  Nature  of  attendance. — Doctor,  1 ; Institution,  2. 

(IV) .  Nature  of  confinement. — Chloroform  and  instruments,  2; 
Normal,  1. 

Two  of  these  cases  were  mastitis,  one  complicated  by  B. 
Coli  infection  of  uterus : the  third  case  was  white  leg  in  an 
elderly  primipara. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  year  under  review  has  been  an  uneventful  one  as  far  as 
tuberculosis  is  concerned.  The  death-rate  is  1.1,  as  compared 
with  1.09  in  1938;  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  1.03. 

The  X-ray  installation  at  Terrace  Road  continues  to  produce 
excellent  films  and  is  invaluable  in  diagnosis  especially  in  early 
cases. 

Pneumothorax  refills  continue  to  be  administered  at  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

Cases  requiring  sanitorium  and  hospital  treatment  are 
admitted  to  Noranside  Sanatorium,  Forfar;  to  Bridge-of-Weir 
Sanatorium;  and  to  Gateside  Hospital.  Cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  go  to  St.  Andrew’s  Home,  Millport. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis: — 

On  the  register  at  the  end  of  1938  there  were  339  cases:  146 
were  notified  during  the  year;  83  died ;,  6 left  town  and  6 were 
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removed  as  non-tuberculous,  leaving  390  on  the  roll  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  age  groups  are  as  shown  below : — 


Number  of  Ca.ses  in  .Age-Groups. 

to 

o 

T- 

_.c 

r. 

*3  «r 

c -r 

— 

c 

*3  y 

V 

ct  o 
c 

5 u 

Ct  u 

F 

tc  ^ 



’V 

c 

o ^ 

C 

-1 

<N  w 

xn  3 
c 

to  > 

D 

3 

" 

1. 

Sputum  not  pres-  / Male.s 

5 

1 

7 

18 

11 

! 

t 

56 

ent,  - - \ Females 

2 

2 

2 

24 

12 

5 

4 

— 

49 

2. 

Sputum  present  f Males 

— 

— 



2 

2 

2 

2 



8 

but  not  examined  1 Females 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

— 

10 

3. 

Sputum  examined 

and  tubercle  bacilli  -[  ^ ' , 

r , remales 

round,  - - 

— 

1 

16 

23 

26 

15 

15 

16 

99 



79 

60 

4. 

sputum  examined 
and  tubercle  bacilli- 
never  round,  - 

1 

2 

1 

15 

22 

13 

15 

17 

6 

25 

8 

4 

1 

74 

54 

Total, 

8 

6 

>• 

]99 

96 

67 

75 

5 

390 

N otification. — 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year  (81  males,  65  females).  One  hundred  and  thirty-one  were 
notified  in  1938,  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  112. 
Of  the  notified  cases  49  had  a positive  sputum. 


The  age  groups  are  as  follows : 


Age  Groups. 


Number  of  cases 
notified  during 
year  in  which 
diagnosis  of 
tuberculosis  has 
been  confirmed. 
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Thirty-eight  of  these  patients  died  before  the  end  of  the 
\ear,  6 left  tne  district,  and  in  24  cases  the  diagnosis  was  not 
confirmed. 

Dispensary. — 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-six  persons  attended  the  dispen- 
sary, and  the  total  consultations  numbered  ^173;  374  X-ray 
examinations  of  the  lungs  were  carried  out. 

Of  the  226  new  cases  examined,  89  were  notified  before  being 
seen  by  the  tuberculosis  officer:  137  were  referred  for  his 
opinion;  of  the  latter,  57  were  accepted,  65  were  not  accepted, 
and  15  w^ere  still  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Pneumothorax. — 

Twelve  patients  attended  for  refills,  and  during  the  year  94 
refills  w'ere  administered. 


Domiciliary  Treatment. — 

One  hundred  and  thirty-four  persons  received  extra  nourish- 
ment in  the  form  of  milk,  eggs  or  butter. 


Institutional  Treatment. — 

The  following  table  shows  the  different  institutions  in  which 
Greenock  patients  were  treated  during  the  year: — 
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Home  Supervision. — 

Visitation  of  patients  who  do  not  attend  the  dispensary  is 
carried  out  mostly  by  the  whole-time  tuberculosis  nurse, 
supplemented  when  necessary  by  visits  by  one  of  the  district 
nurses.  Forty  such  patients  were  under  supervision  at  home 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  the  average  throughout  the 
year  was  33. 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis: — 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1938 
was  221.  During  the  year  45  new  cases  were  notified,  of  whom 
2 were  not  accepted ; 1 case  was  re-admitted,  4 patients  left 
town,  and  11  died,  leaving  250  patients  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


The  age  groups  are  as  follows : — 
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Notification. — 

Forty-five  new  cases  were  notified  (19  male,  26  female)  as 
against  35  last  year  and  44,  the  average  for  the  past  five  years. 
Eight  of  these  died  before  the  end  of  the  year  and  in  8 cases 
the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 
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Number  of  Cases  notified  as  suffering 
from  Xon-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Number  of  cases 
notified  during 
year  in  which 
diagnosis  of 
tuberculosis  has 
been  confirmed. 
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T ubcrculous  M eningitis : — 

V.  Number  of  cases  notified,  -----  9 

Number  of  cases  proved,  . ...  g 

Number  of  deaths,  ......  g 

Six  were  notified  before  death,  3 on  or  after  death;  in  two 
cases  there  was  a positive  family  history  of  tuberculosis. 

Dispensary. — 

The  number  of  persons  who  attended  the  dispensary  during 
the  year  was  158.  The  number  of  consultations  was  1,401,  and 
53  X-ray  examinations  were  carried  out. 

Of  the  60  new  cases  examined,  31  were  notified  before  being 
seen  by  the  tuberculosis  officer,  and  29  were  referred  for  his 
opinion;  of  these,  14  were  accepted  as  tuberculous,  5 were  not 
accepted,  and  10  were  still  under  obsrvation  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


Ultra  Violet  Light  Therapy. — 

The  arrangements  continued  as  before.  One  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-six  treatments  were  given  to  47  cases,  of 
whom  22  were  new,  and  25  return  cases.  The  following  con- 
ditions were  treated : — 

. Tuberculosis  of  superficial  glands. 

Tuberculosis  of  bones  and  joints. 

Tuberculosis  of  abdomen,  - 
Tuberculosis  of  skin,  - - - 

General  Debility,  - - - 
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Domiciliary  Treatment. — 

Fifty-nine  persons  received  extra  nourishment,  in  the  form 
of  milk,  eggs  or  butter. 

Home  Supervision. — 

The  number  of  patients  w^ho  were  under  home  supervision 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  19;  the  average  over  the  year 
was  21. 


Institutional  Treatment. — 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  treated  in  the 
various  institutions : — 
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ALL  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  640;  778 
attended  the  dispensary  and  the  total  consultations  numbered 
4,669,  compared  with  4,705  last  year : the  average  for  the  past 
five  years  is  4,177.  These  figures  are  classified  below: — 


Type  of  Case. 

Number  of 
Patients. 

Primary 

Visits. 

Revisits. 

Pulmonary, 

.336 

99 

2,074 

Non-Pulmonary, 

158 

24 
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Contact, 
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Total, 
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The  number  of  patients  visited  in  their  homes  -was  746,  and 
the  total  number  of  visits  was  4,380  (3,103  supervisory,  and 
1,277  nursing  care  visits). 

Patients  who  received  extra  nourishment  numbered  193; 
last  year  the  number  was  236,  and  the  average  for  the  last  five 
years  201.  The  total  cost  of  this  service  was  £1,234. 

The  Local  Authority  paid  for  312  prescriptions  and  the  total 
cost  was  £28  19s.  5d.  or  1/lO^d.  per  prescription,  as  101  persons 
received  prescriptions  and  the  average  cost  per  person  was 
5/8fd. 

Grants  from  the  Renfrewshire  King  Edward  Memorial  Fund 
were  made  to  157  patients  as  follows: — 


Clothing,  ------  171 

Rent, 35 

Dental  Treatment,  ....  40 

Bed  and  Bedding,  -----  3 

Blankets,  ------  7 

Special  Boots,  - . - . . g 

Home  Help,  ------  l 

Air  Cushions,  ------  2 

Invalid  Chair,  -----  1 


MATERNITY  SERVICE  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

SCHEME. 

The  maternal  death-rate  in  1939  is  estimated  at  6.65,  which 
is  considerably  above  that  of  last  year,  namely  3.65,  and  also 
above  the  average  for  the  last  five  years,  6.09. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  88,  as  against  75  last  year,  and 
97  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  ante-natal 
clinics  was  733,  equivalent  to  44  per  cent,  of  the  total  registered 
births;  if  those  attending  the  hospital  clinics  are  included  the 
figure  is  increased  to  69  per  cent. 

The  Registration  of  Stillbirths  (Scotland)  Act,  1938  made 
obligatory  the  registration  of  stillbirths  as  from  1st  January, 
1939. 

The  corporation’s  scheme  under  the  Maternity  Services  Act 
did  not  come  into  operation  during  the  year.  Under  section  4 
(2)  of  the  act  four  midwives  were  required  to  surrender  their 
certificates,  and  two  retired  under  section  4 (1).  These  mid- 
wives, all  of  whom  had  given  many  years  of  arduous  and 
faithful  service  to  the  mothers  of  the  community,  were  as 
follows : — 
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Name  of  Midwife.  Date  of  surrender  of  Certificate. 

Mrs  Murray,  19th  March. 

Miss  Dart,  15th  May. 

Mrs  Gillies,  15th  May. 

Mrs  Logan,  15th  May. 

Mrs  McBride  (Section  4 (1)) 17th  April. 

Mrs  Kinninmonth  (Section  4 (1) ) 17th  April. 


The  toddleds’  playground  at  Craigieknowes  continued  its 
good  work  and  the  attendance  was  fully. maintained  during  the 
year. 

A note  of  the  details  of  the  work  of  the  Rankin  Memorial 
Hospitals  is  included  in  this  section  of  the  report.  During  the 
year  the  hospital  was  approved  as  a teaching  school  for  both 
parts  I.  and  II.  of  the  training  laid  down  by  the  Central  Mid- 
wives Board.  The  Corporation  agreed  to  pay  a salary  of  £36 
per  annum  to  midwives  in  training.  In  March  a blood  trans- 
fusion service  for  the  hospital  was  formed  by  volunteers  from 
the  Burgh  Police  Force. 

After  the  outbreak  of  war  arrangements  were  made  to  admit 
to  the  hospital  mothers  from  evacuation  areas  billeted  in  the 
neighbouring  parts  of  the  county,  but  it  was  not  found  neces- 
sary to  admit  any  such  patients  during  the  year. 

The  Department  has  again  to  thank  the  Inspectors  of  the 
R.S.S.P.C.C.  for  their  continued  co-operation  and  help. 

Births  : — 

Number  registered  (corrected) 1.675 
Number  notified,  - --  --  --  --  1,719 

Number  of  births  classified  according  to  nature  of  attendance: — 
Medical  Practitioner,  - - - ( 247)  169 

Midwife,  ------  (1,248)  1,035 

Institution,  -----  ( 241)  515 

Percentage  of  notified  births  visited,  -----  87.44 

Stillbirths: — 

Number  of  stillbirths  (births  of  dead  children),  - - - 73 

Under  this  heading  are  included  all  the  births  of  dead  children  after 
the  expiry  of  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy.  Seventy-three  cases  were 
notified  of  wnich  28  occurred  in  the  maternity  hospital,  where  abnormal 
cases  are  treated. 


Note: — The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 
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Each  of  the  stillbirths  was  investigated  as  it  occurred.  From  the 
investigation  the  following  facts  were  elicited : — 

(1)  Age  of  Mother. — 

Under  20.  1 ; 20-24,  14;  25-29,  17;  30-34,  21 ; 35-39,  13;  40  and 
over,  7. 

(2)  Number  of  Pregnancy. — 

First,  27;  second,  10;  third,  10;  fourth,  8;  fifth,  4;  sixth,  3; 
seventh,  4;  eighth,  3;  ninth,  4. 

(3)  Duration  of  Pregnancy. — 

7 months,  15;  eight  months,  15;  nine  months,  43. 

(4)  Nature  of  Attendance. — 

Midwife,  33;  doctor,  10;  midwife,  doctor  and  institution,  8; 
doctor  and  institution,  7 ; institution,  15. 

(5)  Presentation. — 

Vertex,  45;  breech,  12;  occipito-posterior,  5;  cord,  5;  foot,  1; 
B.B.A.,  5. 

If))  Nature  of  Interference. — 

No  interference,  38;  forceps,  16;  surgical  induction,  5; 
manual,  4;  craniotomy,  4;  version,  3;  caesarean  section,  2; 
forceps  and  version,  1. 

(7)  Condition  of  Child. — 

Normal,  31;  macerated,  25;  abnormality,  9;  premature,  8. 

(8)  Condition  of  Placenta. — 

Realty,  53;  unhealthy,  19;  adherent,  1. 

(9)  Ante-Natal  health  of  Mother. — 

Good,  44;  fair,  13;  poor,  11 ; unknown,  5. 


(10) 


ni) 


Ante-natal  Supervision. — 

Ante-natal  clinic,  28;  doctor  or  midwife,  30;  inadequate,  6; 
no  supervision,  9. 


Causal  Factors. 

(1)  Ante-natal  deaths,  . - - - 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage,  - 
Renal  conditions,  - - - 

Hydramnios,  . . - - 

Illness  of  mother,  - - - 

Venereal  Disease,  - - - 

No  obvious  cause,  . - - 

(2)  Intra-natal  death,  obstetrical  difficulty. 

Contracted  pelvis,  . . - 

Delayed  labour,  - - ■ 

Abnormal  presentation. 

Prolapse  of  cord,  - - - 

(3)  Abnormality  of  child,  - - • 


13 

8 

3 

3 

1 

9 


37 


21 


15 


Note:— The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 
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Ahortions.— 

Nine  abortions  were  investigated  as  far  as  practicable.  The  causes 
elicited  were  as  follows: — 


Maternal  strain  or  injury,  - - - 1 

Renal  condition,  _ . . . . i 

Illness  of  mother,  -----  l 

Unknown,  ------  6 


Infantile  Mortality. — 

Number  of  deaths  of  children  under  1 year,  - - (152)  146 

Rate  per  1,000  births,  ------  (90.71)  88 


Note: — The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  yean. 


Number  of  deaths  and  rates  per  1,(K)0  births  classified  according  to 
age  groups  and  causes  of  death : — 


C.MiSES  OF  Death. 

Under  1 week 

Aqe 

GO 

<9 

V 

4 weeks—  O 

8 months.  * 

a 

PS. 

1 

* 

* 

~ :m 

tC  r- 

X 

o 

o 

* 

L.  ^ 

Chicken  pox, 

Measles, 

.. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

Whooping  Cough, 

1 

i 

3 

5 

3.03 

Diphtheria  anil  Croup, 

.. 

Erysipelas, 

.. 

1 

1 

0.60 

Tuberculous  Diseases, 

Meningitis  (n on-tuberculous). 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

1.21 

Hydrocephalus, 

I 

... 

1 

0.60 

Convulsions, 

i 

1 

1 

3 

1.82 

Pneumonia  (all  forms). 

3 

6 

8 

11 

28 

16.6.5 

Bronchitis, 

2 

1 

3 

1.82 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis, 

3 

f) 

2 

:i 

13 

7. 87 

Other  Digestive  Diseases, 

1 

3 

‘2 

2 

8 

4.84 

Congenital  Malformaiions, 

2 

1 

3 

1.82 

Congenital  Heart  Disea-'e, 

.. 

Premature  Birth, 

25 

8 

1 

34 

20.. 58 

Atrophy,  Debility,  & Marasmus 

20 

6 

*2 

1 

5 

34 

20.58 

Atelectasis, 

1 

1 

0.60 

Injury  at  Birth, 

1 

1 

0.60 

Suffocation,  Overlaying, 

1 

Syphilis, 

! •• 

All  other  Causes, 

2 

3 

1 ... 

1 

4 

9 

5.45 

Total  Deaths,  ... 

fil 

24 

22 

18 

i 31 

146 

Bute  per  1000  Births, 

30.87 

14.53 

18.32 

' 10.89 

' 18.76 

88.87 

This  Table  it  compiled  from  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  (Registrar  General). 
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Maternal  Mortality  : — 


Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  or  associated 
with  pregnancy  or  confinement,  - - - 

(15) 

13 

Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis  (details  will  be  found  under  deaths 
and  death-rate), 

(£) 

2 

Maternal  Death-rate  (Public  Health  Depart- 
ment), -------- 

(5.60) 

6.65 

Home  Visitation: — 

(1)  Infants. — 

Number  of  children  visited,  - - - 

Number  of  first  visits,  - - - - 

Number  of  re-visits,  - - - - 

(S,453) 

(1,614) 

(18,320) 

2,349 

1-587 

21,005 

Number  of  infants  at  age  of  6 months.— 

(i)  Breast  fed,  - _ - - 

(ii)  Partially  breast  fed, 

(iii)  Artificially  fed,  . - - 

(759) 

(102) 

(577) 

426 

148 

651 

Number  of  infants  born. — 

(i)  Prematurely,  - - - - 

(ii)  At  full  time,  - - - - 

(24) 

(1,656) 

33 

1,686 

(2)  Children  (1-5  years). — 

Number  of  children  visited,  - - - 

Number  of  first  visits,  - - - - 

Number  of  re-visits,  - - - - 

(6,704) 

(23) 

(24,577) 

6,698 

26 

26,189 

(3)  Expectant  Mothers. — 

Number  of  first  visits,  - - - - 

Number  of  re-visits,  . - - - 

(432) 

(8) 

380 

9 

(4)  Nursing  Mothers. — 

Number  of  first  visits,  - - - - 

Number  of  re-visits,  . - - - 

(102) 

(S) 

206 

7 

(5)  Visits  of  special  enquiry,  - - - - 

72 

Ante-Natal  Consultations  : — 

Two  sessions  weekly  of  two  hours  arc  held  at  Terrace  Road 
and  two  similar  sessions  are  held  at  Craigicknowes  Oinic. 

Clinic, 

Total  number  of  mothers  attending,  - - ) 7 

Total  number  of  attendances, 

f First,  - - 

1 Subsequent,  - (S,7S0)  2,814 

Note:-The  figure.s  in  parenthesis  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 
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Classified  summary  of  conditions  found  : — 

Conditions  directly  connected  with  pregnancy : — 

Abnormal  presentation,  65 ; albuminuria,  63 ; ante-partum 
haemorrhage,  7;  contracted  pelvis,  10;  hydramnios,  19;  not 
pregnant,  18;  oedema,  37;  threatened  abortion,  18;  twin 
pregnansy,  5. 

Anaemia  and  debility,  162;  appendicitis,  3;  cardiac  conditions, 
14;  dental  conditions,  136;  digestive  conditions,  52;  ear,  r.osc 
and  throat  conditions,  22 ; eye  conditions,  19 ; genito-urinary 
conditions,  23;  glandular  conditions,  9;  g>-naecological 
conditions,  36;  nervous  conditions,  15;  no  abnormality — advice 
give,  190;  renal  calculus,  1;  respiratory  conditions,  72; 
rheumatism,  18;  septic  conditions,  12;  skin  conditions,  39; 
tuberculous  conditions,  4;  varicose  veins,  105;  venereal 
diseases,  2. 


Qjnsultant  Ante-natal  Oinic  : — 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending,  - - . 34 

Classified  summary  of  conditions  found  : — 

Abnormal  presentation,  7 ; albuminuria,  2 ; breast  conditions, 
1 ; contracted  pelvis,  4;  epilepsy,  1 ; hydramnios,  1 ; no  abnor- 
mality, advice  given,  10;  no  pregnancy,  4;  renal  calculus,  1; 
tuberculous  conditions,  2. 


Post-Natal  and  Other  Consultations  : — 


Two  sessions  weekly  of  two  hours  are  held  in  Terrace  Road  Clinic, 
and  two  similar  sessions  are  held  at  Craigieknowes  Clinic. 


Number  of  attendances  | 

I Ke-visiis,  - 


(SU)  506 

(7S4)  689 


Classified  summary  of  conditions  found  : — 


Anaemia  and  debility,  230;  cardiac  conditions,  4;  dental 
conditions,  48 ; digestive  conditions,  40;  ear,  nose  and  throat 
conditions,  11;  eye  conditions,  19;  genito-urinary  conditions, 
1 ; glandular  conditions,  2 ; gynaecological  conditions,  31 ; 
hernia,  2;  nervous  conditions,  6;  no  abnormality — advice 
given,  149;  respiratory  conditions,  34;  rheumatism,  24; 
septic  conditions,  47;  skin  conditions,  26;  tuberculous  con- 
ditions, 1;  varicose  veins,  11;  venereal  diseases,  2. 


Special  Post-natal  Clinic  : — 

One  session  is  held  weekly  in  Terrace  Road  Qinic  : — 

Number  of  mothers  attending,  -----  56 

Number  of  First  visits,  56  ^ , 

Number  of  re-visits,  -78f 

Note: — The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 
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Classified  summary  of  conditions  found  : — 

Gynaecological  conditions,  5;  post-partum  debility,  30; 
rectocele,  and  cystocele,  3 ; respiratory  conditions,  1 ; subin- 
volution, 3;  sutured  perineum — satisfactory,  3;  unsatisfactory, 
2 ; uterine  displacement,  1 ; others,  3. 

CoNSULT.\NT  Services  : — 

Under  this  service  arrangements  are  made  whereby  any  medical 
practitioner  can  have  the  services  of  the  maternity  hospital  surgeon- 
accoucheurs  in  a consultant  capacity  in  any  ante-natal,  intra-natal  or 
post-natal  difficulty. 

Number  of  consultations,  6 

Delay  in  labour,  - - - 2 

Dystocia,  -----  2 

Occipito-posterior  presentation,  2 


Child  Welfare  Consultations  : — 


Two  sessions  of  two  hours  weekly  are  held  in  Terrace  Road  Clinic, 
and  two  similar  sessions  are  held  at  Craigieknowes  Clinic. 


Total  number  of  children  attending  ; — 

Under  one  year  of  age,  ? j _ 

Over  one  year  of  age,  ) ■'  ’ 

Number  of  first  attendances  : — 


Under  one  year  of  age,  - 
Over  one  year  of  age,  - 


Total  number  of  attendances  : — 
Under  one  year  of  age,  - 
Over  one  year  of  age,  - 


(1.B39) 

1,247 

(958) 

940 

(9£3) 

901 

(139) 

117 

(8,944) 

9,098 

(4,549) 

3,785 

Illnesses  recorded : — 

Accidents  and  injury,  65;  anaemia  and  debility,  249;  bone 
conditions,  30;  cardiac  conditions,  9;  congenital  deformity,  35; 
dental  conditions,  119;  digestive  conditions,  253;  ear,  nose 
and  throat  conditions,  141;  eye  conditions,  110;  genito- 
urinary conditions,  89 ; glandular  conditions,  68 ; hernia,  52 ; 
infectious  conditions,  74;  jaundice,  9;  nervous  conditions,  16; 
no  abnormality — vaccination  performed,  171 ; no  abnorrriality— 
advice  given,  602;  paralysis,  6;  phimosis,  88;  prematurity,  17; 
pyloric  stenosis,  2;  respiratory  conditions,  299;  rickets,  38; 
septic  conditions,  131;  skin  conditions,  299;  tongue  tie,  64; 
tuberculosis,  1. 


Special  Treatment  Centres  : — 

Teeth — Corporation  Denial  Clinic: — 
Number  of  attendances  : — 
Mothers,  expectant. 

Mothers,  nursing. 

Children,  . - - - 


(1S4) 

(185) 

(159) 


117 

47 

129 


^’ote:— The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  yeais. 
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Work  carried  out : — 
Mothers  : — 


Carious  teeth  extracted  (local  anas- 


thetic),  ------ 

Gums  treated,  - - - - - 

Advice  given,  ----- 

(294) 

(79) 

219 

97 

4 

Children : — 

Carious  teeth  extracted  (no  anaesthetic). 
Gums  treated,  ----- 

Number  of  dentures  supplied,  - - - 

(154) 

129 

2 

33 

es — Greenock  Eye  Infirmary  : — 
Number  of  attendances:  — 

Cihildren,  ------ 

(1,233) 

825 

Summary  of  conditions  present : — 

Congenital  defects,  4;  conjunctival  conditions,  61;  comeal 
conditions,  13;  eyelid  conditions,  31;  foreign  body,  11; 
injury,  21;  lachrymal  conditions,  3;  ophthalmia  neona- 
torum, 10;  ophthalmia,  other,  9;  refraction  errors,  35. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Dispensary: — 

Number  of  attendances,  - - . . (909)  433 

Summary  of  conditions  found : — 

Disease  of  ear,  33 ; disease  of  glands,  1 ; disease  of  nose, 
5;  disease  of  throat,  6;  injury,  1;  tonsils  and  adenoids,  18; 
abscess,  1. 

Operations  performed  : — 

Tonsillectomy  and  adenectomy,  - - - - 19 

Other  Ailments — Greenock  Royal  Infirmary: — 

Children ; — 

Number  of  attendances,  - - - - (1.472)  1,894 

Number  who  received  in-patient  treatment,  (166)  124 

Summary  of  conditions  found  : — 

Abdominal  conditions.  18:  accident,  4;  appendicitis,  2; 
bone  and  joint  conditions,  8;  burns  and  scalds,  47;  diges- 
tive conditions,  14;  ear.  nose  and  throat  conditions,  12; 
foreign  body,  23;  genito-urinary  conditions,  85;  glandular 
conditions,  3;  injuries  and  fractures,  250;  intussusception, 
3;  nervous  conditions,  6;  no  abnormality — advice  given,  3; 
pyloric  stenosis,  1;  respiratory  conditions,  14;  septic 
conditions,  47;  skin  conditions,  19. 

Mothers: — 

Number  of  cases  attending,  -----  2 

Number  who  received  in-patient  treatment 

(Mastitis),  - --  --  --  2 

Note: — The  fiRures  in  parenthesis  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 
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Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinic  :-L 

Number  of  cases  under  one  year  of  age,  (S4)  8 

Number  of  cases  over  one  year  of  age,  (156)  123 

Number  of  attendances,  - - - (2,943)  2,622 

Conditions  treated  : — 

Abdominal  conditions,  1;  bronchitis,  13;  debility,  80; 
glandular  conditions,  2;  infantile  paralysis,  2;  rickets,  52; 
tuberculosis  conditions,  1. 


Toddlers'  Playground  : — 

Daily  average  attendance  - 39 

This  playground  continues  to  fulfil  a very  useful  place  in  the 
Local  Authority's  arrangements. 


Food  and  Milk  : — 


There  was  no  change  in  this  scheme  during  the  year.  The 
are  the  relevant  figures  : — 


Mothers. 

1. — Number  of  persons  supplied  with  liquid 
milk,  dried  milk,  milk  substitutes  and 
other  food  preparations,  . . . 880 


following 

Children. 


1,225 


2. — Liquid  Milk — 

Total  quantity  supplied  (galls.)  - 


3. — Dried  milk  and  other  milk  substitutes 
supplied  free — 

Total  quantity  supplied  (lbs.) — 

Ostermilk,  ------  4,118 

Cow  and  Gate,  ------  2,777 

Chocolate  Milk 1,198 

Malted  Milk,  ------  603 

Lactogen,  -------  2,911 

Hemolac, ~ 

Carnation  Milk,  ------  48 


14,432 

3,392 

646 

62 

1,042 

52 


Mothers.  Children 

4. — Dried  milk  and  other  milk  substitutes 


supplied  at  cost  price  (lbs.) — 

Ostermilk,  - - - - 

Cow  and  Gate,  - - - 

Chocolate  Milk,  - - - 

Malted  Milk,  - 
Lactogen,  - - - - 

Hemolac,  . - - - 


. 

98 

1,112 

_ 

503 

. 

_ 

17 

6 

52 

— 

_ 

52 

131 

15 

— 

Npte: — The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years, 
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5. ^ — Other  food  preparations  (lbs.) — 

Maltoline,  - --  --  --  55  99 

Vitmar, 6 228 

Virol, 38  212 

Virolax, 27  117 

Glucose  D.,  ------  - 45  63 

Aberdeen  Emulsion  -----  51  125 

Butter,  - --  --  --  8 — 

Eggs,  --------  7,550  — 

6.  — Total  cost  to  Local  Authority — 

Dried  milk  supplied  free,  - - - - f 1,929  6 11 

Dried  milk  supplied  at  cost  price,  - - 139  4 3 

Other  food  preparations,  - - - - 175  1 9 


Total,  - - - - - - £2,243  12  11 

Amount  recovered  by  Local  Authority,  - 199  17  11 


Net  Cost,  ------  £2,043  15  0 


Baby  Outfits  ; — 

Number  of  baby  outfits  supplied  at  reduced  cost  in 

necessitous  cases,  -------  734 

Approximate  cost  to  the  Local  Authority,  - - - £152  5 2 

Measles  : — 

Number  of  cases  notified  (notification  voluntary  by 

householder,  -------  45 

TV’  u r j i from  measles,  - - - - — 

Number  of  deaths  If  .... 

Number  of  cases  removed  fo  hospital,  - - - — 

Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits,  . . - — 

Number  of  special  staff  engaged,  - - - - — 

Whooping  Cough  : — 

Number  of  cases  notified  (notification  voluntary  by 

householder,  - --  --  --  - 14 

Number  of  deaths  { whooping  couj 

I from  sequelae,  indue 
Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  - 
Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits. 

Number  of  special  staff  engaged,  - 

The  special  clinic  for  vaccine  treatment  of  wli_  ,, 

on  during  the  year.  Two  hundred  and  fifteen  cases  received  treatment 
as  follow's  : — 

1st  injection  -----  215 

2nd  injection, 176 

3rd  injection, 149 

Note: — The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  yean. 
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Ophth.^ilmia  Neonatorum  : — 


1 by  medical  practitioners,  - 2 

Number  of  cases  notified,  •{  by  midwives,  - - - 11 

J by  institution,  - - - — 

Number  of  cases  proved  to  be  gonococcal,  - - - i 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Eye  Infirmary  (out- 
patients), 5 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  - - - - — 

Number  of  cases  in  which  there  was  appreciable  loss 

of  vision,  - --  --  --  - — 


Provision  of  Midwifery  Services  in  Necessitous  Cases  : — 


Cases  under  investigation  at  1st  January,  1939,  - - 85 

Number  of  applications  received,  ...  - - - - 308 

Number  of  applications  granted,  -----  196 

Number  of  applications  not  granted,  - - - - 143 

Maternity  Benefit,  - - - - 123 

Income  over  scale,  - - - - 1 

Late  application,  - - - - i 

Other  reasons,  . - - - jg 

Number  of  applications  dealt  with  by  Committee 

(included  above),  - 44 

Number  of  applications  under  consideration  at  31st 

December,  1939,  - --  --  --  54 

Number  of  fees  paid  for  attendance  at  abortions,  - 4 

Total  expenditure,  - --  --  --  - £305  5 6 


Provision  of  Home  Helps  : — 

Number  of  Home  Helps  provided. 


R.'inkin  Memorial  Hospitals — Maternity  Section  : — 


Number  in  hospital  at  31st  December,  1938, 
Number  of  admissions  during  1939, 

Number  of  confinements,  - - - - 

Number  of  live  births,  - - - - - 

Number  of  stillbirths,  - - - - - 

Number  of  deaths,  - - - - - 

Number  of  discharges,  - - - - - 

Number  in  hospital  at  31st  December,  1939, 

’Includes  7 sets  of  twins  and  1 set  of 


Mothers.  Children. 


_ 

21 

17 

_ 

545 

— 

_ 

467 

— 



*448 



28 

_ 

8 

15 

_ 

536 

433 

22 

17 

triplets. 


Analysis  of  admissions  : — 

Ante-natal  cases,  - - - - - 

Abnormal  and  complicated  confinements. 
Other  cases  of  confinement,  - - - 

Post-natal  cases,  - - . - - 


71 

86 

381 

7 


Total  admissions. 


545 


J^ote: — The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 
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21 


8 

7 


6 

5 


5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


(1)  ANTE-NATAL  CASES, 71 

Condition  Found.  Result  of  Treatment. 

Albuminuria,  - - - - 2 spontaneous  delivery,  discharged 

well;  1 surgical  induction,  discharged 
well,  premature  stillbirth ; 5 surgical  induction,  mothers  and 
infants  discharged  well;  3 medical  induction,  discharged  well;  9 
treated,  discharged  relieved,  not  due — all  delivered  spontaneously 
at  term ; 1 miscarriage,  discharged  well. 

Pyelitis,  -----  treated,  discharged  relieved,  not  due 

— all  delivered  spontaneously  at  term. 

Cardiac  Disease,  - - - 2 myocarditis,  spontaneous  delivery, 

discharged  well ; 2 mitral  stenosis, 
spontaneous  delivery,  discharged  well;  2 mitral  stenosis, 
therapeutic  abortion ; 1 mitral  stenosis,  still  under  treatment. 

Hyperemesis  Gravidarum,  - all  treated,  discharged  well,  not  due; 

5 delivered  spontaneously  at  term, 
mother  and  infant  well ; 1 aborted  after  discharge. 


Hypertension,  - - - - 2 treated,  discharged  well,  not  due — 

both  delivered  spontaneusly  at  term. 
1 spontaneous  delivery,  discharged  well ; 1 medical  induction, 
discharged  well;  1 surgical  induction,  discharged  well. 


Threatened  abortion  and  mis- 
carriage, - - - - 1 treated,  discharged  relieved,  not 

due ; 4 miscarried,  discharged  well. 

Asthma,  - - - - - 1 therapeutic  abortion,  discharged 

relieved;  1 treated,  discharged 
relieved,  not  due. 

Chronic  Bronchitis,  - - - 1 treated,  discharged  relieved,  not 

due;  1 treated,  left  against  advice. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  - 

General  Debility, 

Toxic  Jaundice, 

Dermatitis  Herpetiformis, 

Hydramnios  Anencephaly, 
Exophthalmic  Goitre, 

Epilepsy,  - 

Tuberculosis,  Glands  neck. 


- 1 Hysterotomy,  died  (Pulmonaiy 
Embolism);.  1 therapeutic  abortion, 
discharged  relieved. 

- 2 treated,  spontaneous  deliveiy’,  dis- 
charged well. 

- Aborted,  discharged  well. 

- treated,  spontaneous  delivery,  dis- 
charged well. 

- surgical  induction,  discharged  well. 

- treated,  spontaneous  delivery,  dis- 
charged well. 

- surgical  induction,  premature  infant 
(died),  sterilised. 

- treated,  spontaneous  delivery,  dis- 
charged well. 


Haematuria, 

Cystitis,  - - - 

Glycosuria, 

Severe  abdominal  pain. 


- medical  induction,  discharged  well. 

- treated,  discharged  well,  not  due. 

- investigated,  discharged  well,  not  due. 

- relieved,  discharged  well,  not  due. 


Note:— The  figures  in  italics  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 


(2)  ABNORMAL  AND  COMPLICATED  CONFINEMENTS,  86 

Condition  Found.  Result  of  Treatment. 

Prolonged  2nd  stage,  - - 2 forceps,  stillbirths,  discharged  well. 

29  forceps,  discharged  well. 

Contracted  Pelvis,  - - - 3 forceps,  discharged  well;  5 

Caesarean  section,  discharged  well ; 
1 Caesarean  section,  anaesthetic  death,  stillbirth ; 1 internal 

version,  discharged  well ; 1 internal  version,  ruptured  uterus, 
hj'Sterectomy,  died,  still  birth ; 1 prolapsed  cord,  internal 

version,  craniotomy,  stillbirth,  discharged  well;  1 craniotomy, 
stillbirth,  discharged  well;  2 induction,  premature  labour, 

discharged  well. 

Primiparous  Breech  with  ex- 
tended legs,  - - - - 1 legs  brought  down,  extracted,  still- 

birth, discharged  well ; 4 legs  brought 
down,  extracted,  discharged  well ; 1 spontaneous  delivery,  still- 
birth (deformed),  discharged  well;  2 spontaneous  delivery, 
discharged  well. 

Accidental  haemorrhage,  - - 2 spontaneous  delivery,  discharged 

well ; 3 surgical  induction,  premature 
stillbirths,  discharged  well. 

Placenta  Praevia,  - - - 1 Caesarean  section,  anaesthetic 

death,  infant  alive ; 1 internal  version, 
blood  transfusion,  stillbirth,  discharged  well ; 1 surgical 

induction,  stillbirth  premature,  discharged  well;  1 surgical 
induction,  died,  acute  yellow  atrophy,  infant  alive;  1 Caesarean 
section,  stillbirth,  discharged  well. 

Retained  Placenta,  - - - 3 injection  of  cord,  expressed,  dis- 

charged well;  1 manual  removal. 

Eclampsia,  . . - - 1 surgical  induction,  discharged  well; 

2 spontaneous  delivery,  discharged 
well;  1 surgical  induction,  stillbirth,  discharged  well. 


Persistent  Occopito-Posterior  . , . j 

Positions,  - - - - 1 craniotomy,  stillbirth,  discharged 

well ; 1 manual  rotation,  forceps, 

discharged  well ; 1 craniotomy,  stillbirth,  died,  toxaemic  jaundice. 


Prolapsed  Cord, 

Face  Presentation, 

Carcinoma  of  Perineum,  - 
Contraction  Ring, 


- 1 internal  version,  discharged  well ; 
1 internal  version,  stillbirth,  dis- 
charged well. 

- 2 spontaneous  delivery,  discharged 
well. 

- 1 surgical  induction,  craniotomy,  died. 

- deep  anaesthesia,  forceps,  discharged 
well. 
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1 Uterine  Inertia,  - 
1 Impacted  Breech, 
1 Foetal  Distress,  - 
1 Vaginal  Atresia, 

1 Post  Maturity,  - 


- forceps,  stillbirth,  discharged  well. 

- extracted,  stillbirth,  discharged  well 

- surgical  induction,  discharged  well. 

- Caesarean  section,  discharged  well. 

- 1 surgical  induction,  discharged  well. 


(3)  OTHER  CASES  OF  CONFINEMENT,  - - . 381 

(4)  ABORTIONS,  ---------  Nil 

(5)  POST-NATAL  CASES, - - 7 


1 Retained  Placenta,  - - - injection  of  cord,  discharged  well. 

1 Retained  Placenta  with  Post- 
partum Haemorrhage,  - blood  transfusion — manual  removal — 

discharged  well. 

1 Retained  Placenta  with  Post- 
partum Haemorrhage,  - manual  removal,  died  (shock). 

1 Post-partum  Haemorrhage,  - treated,  discharged  well. 

1 Metrorrhagia  following  Thera- 

peutic Abortion,  - - - dilatation  and  curettage,  discharged 

well. 

2 Premature  twins  (one  set),  both  died. 


(6)  OTHER  INFORMATION 


(a)  Number  of  normal  deliveries,  -----  379 

(b)  Number  of  cases  delivered  without  medical  attendance 

at  delivery,  - --  --  --  - 145 

(c)  Number  of  instrumental  deliveries  exclusive  of  those 

appearing  under  (2),  - - - - - - Nil. 

(d)  Number  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  removed  from 

hospital,  Nil. 

(e)  Number  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  - - - 2 

(f)  Number  of  cases  under  (e)  in  which  delivery  was 

instrumental,  - --  --  --  - >gil. 

(g)  Number  of  deaths, - 8 

Anaesthetic  deaths,  - - - - 2 

Carcinoma,  -----  1 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  Embolism,  1 

Acute  Yellow  Atrophy  of  Liver,  - 1 

Ruptured  Uterus  following  internal 

version,  -----  1 

Toxaemic  [aundice,  - - - - 1 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage,  shock, 
syphilis, 


1 
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(h)  Number  of  infants  born  \ 

i stillborn,  - - . . 

(i)  Number  of  sets  of  triplets— all  born  alive, 

(j)  Number  of  sets  of  twins — all  born  alive,  - 

(k)  Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  8 days  old,  - 
Number  of  deaths  of  infants  over  8 days  old,  - 

(l)  Streptococcal  anti-serum  was  given  after  delivery  in 
72  cases,  in  all  of  which  the  puerperium  was  after- 
wards normal, 

(7)  HOSPITAL  ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

Ante-natal  consultations — 

Total  number  of  mothers  attending, 

Total  number  of  attendances  I ' 

( Subsequent,  . . . 

Summary  of  Conditions  Found — 

Conditions  directly  connected  with  pregnancy — 

Albuminuria,  18 ; ante-partum  haemorrhage,  3 ; contracted 
pelvis,  20;  doubtful  pregnancy,  1;  elderly  primipara,  1; 
hypertension,  26;  hyperemesis  gravidarum,  2;  hydramnios,  6; 
malpresentation,  4;  mastitis,  2;  pruritus,  13;  threatened 
abortion,  3. 

Other  Conditions — 

Abdominal  pain,  32;  anaemia  and  debility,  110;  backache,  36; 
bronchitis,  14:  cardiac  disease,  12;  coryza,  4;  congenital 
dislocation  of  hip,  1;  constipation^  16;  cystitis,  2;  diarrhoea, 
5;  dysuria,  15;  dyspepsia,  15;  epilepsy,  1;  epistaxis,  1; 
fibroid  tumour,  1;  haemorrhoids,  11;  haematuria,  1; 
headache,  22;  influenza,  1;  insomnia,  15;  leucorrhoea,  50; 
neuritis,  7;  ovarian  tumour,  1;  pyelitis,  2;  rheumatism,  1; 
skin  conditions,  10;  thread  worms,  1;  tonsillitis,  3;  tuber- 
culous hip,  1;  varicose  veins,  46;  ventral  hermia,  1. 

Consultant  Ante-natal  Clinic  ; — 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending. 

Contracted  Pelvis,  - - 

Tuberculosis  of  Hip  and 
Fibroid  Tumour, 

(8)  HOSPITAL  POST-NATAL  CLINIC:— 

Post-natal  Consultations — 

Total  number  of  attendances -J 

Summary  of  Conditions  Found — 

Abdominal  pain,  1 ; albuminuria,  3 ; backache,  5 ; constipation, 
2;  cervical  laceration,  1;  haemorrhoids,  4;  hypertension,  6, 
incontinence  of  urine,  2;  leucorrhoea,  18;  mastitis,  7, 
metrorrhagia,  8;  neuritis,  2;  oedema,  1;  retroversion,  4;  skin 
conditions,  2;  subinvolution,  1 ; thread  worms,  1. 


10 


368 

30 


448 

28 

1 

7 

12 

3 


421 

421 

2,493 
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R-^nkin  Memorial  Hospitals — Children's  Section  ; — 


Number  in  hospital  at  31st  December,  1938,  - - 22 

Number  admitted  during  year,  - . . . 155 

Number  discharged  during  year,  . - . . 14^ 

Number  died  during  year,  -----  16 

Remaining  in  hospital  at  31st  December,  1939,  - 25 

Number  of  children  dying  within  24  hours  of 

admission,  - - 3 

Average  period  of  residence,  - - - - 40.53  days. 


The  following  were  the  conditions  present  and  the  results  of 
treatment : — 


\ 

CONDITION. 

Cases  in  Hospital, 
1st  September,  1938. 

Cases  admitted  | 

Cases 

Discharged. 

Transferred  to  I 

Gateside  Hospital.  | 

Transferred  to  1 

St.  Andrew’s  Home.  1 

oc 

ro 

r“ 

if 

uS 

Well. 

1 

Improved. 

Died. 

Anaemia  and  Debility, 

4 

34 

34 

1 

3 

Gastro-enteritis,  - - - 

4 

14 

12 

2 

1 

— 



5 

Pneumonia,  - - - - 

2 

44 

32 

8 

3 



■ 

5 

Rickets,  - - - - 

1 

3 

2 

1 

__ 





1 

Skin  Conditions, 



5 

5 

1 



— 

1 

Marasmus,  - - - - 

2 

11 

5 

2 

4 



2 

Bronchitis,  - - - - 

1 

33 

24 

6 



— 



4 

Convulsions,  - - - 

— 

2 





7 







Septic  Conditions, 

— 









— 

— 



Other  Conditions, 

8 

19 

5 

2 

6 

5 

1 

8 

Total,  - - - 

22 

165 

117 

1 

16 

5 

1 

25 

Convalescent  Homes  : — 

Debilitated  mothers  before  and  after  confinement  arc  admitted  to  the 
Mission  Coast  Homes,  Saltcoats,  along  with  their  babies,  and  on  occasion 
children  are  admitted  there  without  the  mother. 

Number  of  admissions  (includes  one  unaccompanied  child),  7 
Average  period  of  residence, 18.12  days. 


MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT. 

During  1939  certified  midwives  attended  60  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births  notified  in  the  burgh  as  against  68  per  cent,  last  year, 
and  72  per  cent,  in  1937.  This  figure  istill  shows  a tendency  to 
fall  and  will  probably  continue  to  do  so. 

Medical  assistance  was  called  in  by  midwives  in  approximately 
39  per  cent,  of  their  cases,  which  figure  has  been  unaltered  for 
the  last  two  years. 

Births  : — 


Total  number  of  births  notified,  - 1,719 

Total  number  of  deaths  of  new  born  children,  - - . - 55 

Number  of  births  attended  by  midwives,  - - - - - 1,035 

Number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  occurring  in  the  practice 

of  midwives,  - --  --  --  --  - 35 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  - - - — 


C.\sEs  OF  Ophth.'^jlmia  Neonatorum 


Total  number  of  cases, ,---  - 13 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  - - 2 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  - - - - — 


Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis : — 


Total  number  of  cases,  --- 1 

Total  number  of  deaths,  - --  --  --  - — 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  - - 1 

Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  - - — 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  - - - — 


Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  : — 

Total  number  of  cases,  --------- 

Total  number  of  deaths,  - - - - - - 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  - 
Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  - 
Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  .-  - - 

Cases  of  Stillbirth  (Dead  Born  Children)  : — 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1939,  - - - - . ■ , " 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives 
during  1939,  - --  --  --  --  - 


Caises  of  Emergency  : — 

There  were  411  cases  of  emergency,  namely; 
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Ante-natal. — 

Abortion,  22;  ante-partum  haemorrhage,  31;  eclampsis,  3;  illness  of 
mother,  39;  oedema,  11. 

Intra-natal. 

Abnormal  presentation,  42;  adherent  placenta,  18;  contracted  pelvis, 
6;  delayed  labour,  57;  maternal  distress,  1;  prolapse  of  cord,  3;  torn 
perineum,  81 ; twin  pregnancy,  1 ; uterine  inertia,  3. 

Fost-natal. 

Illness  of  mother,  26;  posf-partum  haemorrhage,  7;  pyrexia,  11. 

Child. 

Abnormality,  3;  illness  of  child,  22;  prematurity,  16;  stillbirths,  8. 
Notification  : — 

The  following  notifications  required  under  the  rules  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  and  the  Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum) 
Regulations  (Scotland),  1918,  were  received  : — 


Notification  of  having  advised  artificial  feeding,  - 6 

Notification  of  death,  - -----  7 

Notification  of  having  laid  out  a dead  body,  - - 11 

Notification  of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection,  — 

Notification  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  - - - H 

Notification  of  patient's  failure  to  follow  advice,  - 22 

Notification  of  stillbirth, 30 


Supervision  : — 

Seventy-one  supervisory  visits  were  made  by  the  Assistant  Inspectors 
of  Midwives  during  the  year.  The  work  of  the  midwives  was  found  to 
be  satisfactory  on  the  whole. 

Thirty  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice  within  the  burgh, 
but  only  20  were  actually  in  practice.  Of  the  latte;  3 resided  in  the 
burgh  of  Port  Glasgow. 

All  the  22  expectant  mothers  referred  to  as  having  failed  to  follow 
advice  given  by  their  midwife  were  visited  by  the  health  visitors  with 
the  following  results  : — 


Stated  that  own  doctor  was  in  attendance,  - - 1 

Promised  to  call  in  owm  doctor,  - - . - 16 

Refused  to  attend  ante-natal  clinic  or  seek  medical 

advice,  - 1 

Persuaded  to  attend  ante-natal  clinic,  - - - 4 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  general  arrangements  remained  unchanged  during  the 
year.  No  marked  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  venereal  disease 
traceable  to  war  conditions  has  so  far  been  evident. 
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Males  : — 

The  out-patient  clinic  is  h^eld  at  the  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary 
and  cases  which  require  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  Craw 
Road  Institution,  Paisley. 

No  new  methods  have  been  introduced,  but  modern  treat- 
ment, tbougfh  prolonged,  is  efficient  : mention  must  again  be 
made  this  year  of  the  drug  proittosil  and  its  derivatives  fo'r  .their 
potency  in  curing  gonorrhoea. 

There  were  151  new  cases  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — 

Greenock,  95;  Port  Glasgow,  21 ; Gourock,  6; 

Dumbarton,  1 ; Argyllshire,  2 ; Lanarkshire,  1 ; 

Renfrewshire,  1 ; Shipping,  24. 


Comparative  figures  for  the  years  during  which  the  clinic  has 
been  in  operation  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


V ear 
endiriL' 

31st  December. 

New  Cases. 

Attendances 
at  Clinics. 

Attendances 
at  Centre. 

Total 

Attendances. 

1923 

182 

1,592 

5,970 

7,562 

1924 

160 

2,054 

6,436 

8,490 

1925 

178 

2,363 

7,707 

10,070 

1926 

176 

2,923 

10,118 

13,041 

1927 

189 

2,845 

11,245 

14,090 

1928 

194 

3,083 

11,468 

14,551 

1929 

182 

3,373 

7,188 

10,  .561 

1930 

179 

3,043 

7,351 

10,394 

1931 

147 

2,723 

6,039 

8,762 

1932 

130 

3,035 

6,590 

9,625 

1933 

100 

2,883 

5,272 

8,155 

1934 

109 

3.376 

7,030 

10,406 

1935 

■ 1.32 

3,120 

7,462 

10,582 

1936 

177 

3,333 

9,145 

12,478 

1937 

146 

2,649 

8,3.69 

11,008 

1938 

103 

2,254 

5,995 

8,249 

1939 

151 

1,810 

4,017 

5,827 
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New  cases  numbered  151,  which  is  more  than  last  year,  and 
above  the  average  of  the  past  five  years. 

There  were  24  new  cases  of  syphilis,  3 more  than  last  year 
( 14  primary,  4 secondary,  5 late,  and  1 congenital). 

New  cases  of  gonorrhoea  numbered  69,  13  more  than  in  1938. 

The  cases  treated  during  the  year  are  sho  .vn  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Type  of  Case. 

On  register 
31st  Dec., 

! 1938. 

New  Cases. 

Returned  foi 

further 

treatment. 

Ceased  to 
1 attend. 

Transferred 
to  other 
controH. 

O 

tc 

u 

c • 

? 1 
55 

-c 

O 

.11® 
.r  ^ H 
s 

3 “ - 

— « -C 

Syphilis, 

65 

24 

12 

32 

13 

2 

54 

Gonorrhoea, 

22 

69 

31 

9 

27 

... 

24 

Soft  Sore, 

... 

... 

Non-specific  venereal  infections, 

1 

7 

... 

... 

... 

6 

... 

2 

Conditions  other  than  venereal. 

2 

51 

... 

... 

... 

53 

... 

... 

The  defaulter-rate  is  31.67  per  cent,  for  syphilis,  and  34.06 
per  cent.,  for  gonorrhoea  : both  rates  are  higher  than  last  year. 

In  1938  circulars  were  sent  to  defaulters  asking  them  to 
return.  The  result  was  good,  but  by  the  end  of  1939  practically 
all  had  again  defaulfted. 

Three  patients  required  hospital  treatment — a case  of  syphilis 
and  two  oases  of  bubo.  The  average  stay  in  hospital  was  41 
days. 

t 

Specimens  of  blood  examined  for  syphilis  numbered  150:  110 
of  those  were  examined  by  the  Glasgow  Public  Health  Labora- 
>tory;  the  remaining'  40  lexaminations  were  carried  out  at  the 
Hannah  Dairy  Research  Emergency  Laboratory  at  A)*r,  which 
was  set  up  at  the  outbreak  of  war.  Baateriological  examinations 
carried  out  at  the  clinic  included  803  smears  for  gonococci,  and 
22  for  treponema  pallidum. 


Females  : — 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  figures  for  the  years 
during  which  the  clinic  has  been  in  operation  : — 
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Period  under  Review. 

New  Cases 

Attendnuce.s 
at  Clinics. 

Attentiances 
at  ( 'entre. 

M'otnl 

AttenHance®. 

24th  ^^ovelnber  to 
31st  December.  1P29. 

12 

107 

7 

114 

19.30. 

100 

1,209 

127 

1,336 

19:51. 

128 

2,061 

458 

2,519 

19:52. 

93 

2,064 

652 

2,716 

1933. 

101 

2,127 

1,077 

3,204 

19.34. 

79 

1,8?4 

1,075 

2,9.59 

193'.. 

112 

1,697 

1,163 

2,860 

' 1936. 

86 

1,830 

1,184 

3.014 

1937. 

8.=i 

2,083 

1,791 

3,874 

1938. 

61 

1,758 

1,466 

3,224 

1939. 

55 

1,349 

574 

1,923 

Ninety-six  specimens  of  blood  w^ere  examined  by  the  Wasser- 
,mann  test  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Glasgow  and  Emer- 
gency Laboratory,  Ayr,  while  749  smears  for  gonococci  were 
dealt  with  at  the  centre. 


The  following  table  gives  information  regarding  the  type  of 
cases  : — 


Typs  of  Case. 

o'. 

eo 

V 

•ti  “ 

'u  ^ 

= 
a ** 

New  Coses 

Returned  for 

further 

treatment. 

Censed 
to  attend. 

Transferred 

to 

j Other  Centres. 

Discharged. 

Died. 

Remaining 
31st  Dec.,  193'  . 

Syphilis, 

Gonorrhoea, 

35 

12 



9 



5 

— 

33 

46 

17 

1 

26 

1 

10 

— 

27 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non.specihc  venereal 
infection.s. 

_ 



— 

Conditions  other 
than  venereal. 

5 

25 

- 

— 

— 

26 

- 

4 

This  gives  a defaulter  rate  of  19.1  per  cent,  in  the  case  of 
syphilis  and  40.6  in  the  case  of  gonorrhoea.  Last  year’s  figures 
were  33.9  per  cent,  and  29.8  per  cent,  respectively,  while  in  1937 
they  were  13.8  per  cent,  and  10.1  per  cent.  The  small  number 
of  cases  tends  to  create  considerable  fluctuation  in  the  defaulter 
rate  from  year  to  year. 

Of  the  twelve  cases  of  syphilis  which  came  under  treatment 
'for  the  first  time  during  1939  six  were  in  the  later  (Stages  of  the 
(disease  and  six  were  of  congenital  origin. 

No  patients  were  removed  to  Craw  Road  Hospital,  Paisley, 
during  the  year. 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  AND  AMBULANCE 

ARRANGEMENTS. 

Greenock  and  District  Combination  Hospital,  as  usual,  gave 
.satisfactory  service  during  1939.  The  tuberculosis  wards  which 
were  closed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  opened  again  on  1st  May. 

The  following  figures  relative  to  Greenock  cases  were  kindly 
supplied  by  the  Physician  Superintendent. 

I. — Cases  Classified  According  to  Districts  from  which 

Admitted. 


District. 

Cases  in  Hospital 
1st  .Tanuarv, 
1939. 

Admitted 
during  1939. 

Discharged 
during  liM9. 

5* 

be 

= *§•  S £ 

^ 5 o cc 
o C. 

X 

Greenock, 

103 

121 

461 

25 

33 

Gourock, 

3 

41 

38 

6 

Port-Glasgow, 

22 

110 

121 

6 

5 

County, 

5 

4 

1 

Tnt.Tl. 

128 

''77 

POl 
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II. — Cases  Admitted  from  the  Burgh  of  Greenock  Classified 
According  to  Disease. 


Diseask. 

Cases  in  Hospital 
1st  January, 
1939. 

Admitted 
during  1939. 

rz  ai 

O 70 

U 

S ^ 

^ c 
.£  X 

"XS 

Died  during  1939 

r ^ ® 

::  cs  -2 

•S-lH  . 

S gSg 

« C 

5 ” 

•5 

a 

Scarlet  Fever, 

85 

238 

310 

2 

11 

0.62 

Diphtheria, 

18 

89 

93 

3 

11 

2.80 

Tuberculosis, 

39 

17 

12 

10 

3f.  77 

Measles, 

2 

2 

Enteric  Fever, 

2 

1 

i 

Erysipelas, 

6 

6 

1 

16.67 

Chiokenpox,  .. 

2 

2 

Pneumonia,  ... 

11 

6 

4 

1 

36  36 

Whooping  Cough,  ... 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases, 

30 

2.3 

3 

4 

10.00 

Total, 

103 

421 

461 

25 

38 

4.77 
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The  average  period  of  residence  in  cases  of  diphtheria  was 
32  days,  and  of  'scarlet  fever  30  days. 

The  Rankin  Hospitals  are  dealt  with  in  the  maiternity  and 
child  welfare  section  of  the  report,  and  Smithston  Hospital  in 
the  sick  poor  section.  The  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Johnstone  was 
not  used  daring  <the  year. 

The  ambulance  arrangements  remained  unchanged. 

REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 

Under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  (Scotland)  Act,  1938, 
the  following  persons  were  registered  in  respect  of  the  Nursing 
Homes  named  : — 

Mrs.  Maria  Clark  and  Miss  Charlotte  N.  White  in  respect 
of  the  Nursing  Home  a't  275  Eldon  Street.  Date  of 
registration  23/3/39. 

Mrs.  Hutchison  in  respect  of  Glenville  Nursing  Home, 
Ravenscraig.  Date  of  registration  11/12/39.  In  this 
case  certain  alterations  in  staff  accommodation  were 
required  before  registration  could  be  granted. 

Under  the  same  Act  the  following  institutions  were  exempted 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  voluntary  institutions  not  operating 
for  profit,  and  it  was  arranged  that  the  exemption  in  all  cases 
should  terminate  at  the  31st  December  in  each  year  : — 

1.  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary. 

2.  Larkfield  Hospital. 

3.  Greenock  Eye  Infirmary. 

4.  Medical  Aid  Horn'e. 

5.  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Home. 

6.  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  South  Street. 

7.  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  Ravenscraig. 

MEDICAL  CARE  AND  NURSING  OF  THE  SICK  POOR. 

The  previous  arrangements  for  the  outdoor  medical  and  nurs- 
ing services  continued  unchanged. 

The  following  numbers  of  persons  received  outdoor  medical 


relief  : — 

Males  1.633' 

Females  3,431 

Children  1,905 


Total  6,969 
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The  hospital  service  at  Smithston  Institution  remained  un- 
altered, and  excellent  work  was  done  during  the  year.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty-two  patients  (170  males  and  82  females)  were 
admitted  : of  these  45  were  discharged,  13  were  transferred  to 
other  institutions,  89  to  the  ordinary  wards  of  the  poorhouse, 
52  died,  and  53  remained  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  average  number  of  .patients  in  the  wards  during  the  year 
was  42  men,  40  women  and  2 children,  the  maximum  numbers 
being  50,  49  and  5 respectively. 

The  asylum  service  at  Smithston  Institution  maintained  its 
usual  high  standard  of  efficiency.  The  following  is  a precis  of 
Dr.  Leggett’s  annual  report  on  Smithston  Parochial  Asylum  : — 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
Greenock  Parochial  Asylum  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1939. 

General  Statistics 

On  the  31st  December,  1938,  the  number  of  patients  on  the 
register  was  261,  of  which  152  were  men  and  109  women. 
During  the  year  under  review  19  men  and  15  'women  were  ad- 
mitted, a total  of  34,  making  the  number  under  treatment  295, 
that  is  8 less  than  last  year.  There  was  a decrease  of  4 men  and 
I woman  as  compared  with  last  year.  Twenty-eight  were  ad- 
mitted for  the  first  time  and  6 were  re-admissions.  Five  of 
those  admitted  here  for  the  first  time  had  previous  attacks  in 
other  asylums.. 

The  number  of  patients  discharged  was  15;  of  these  13  left 
the  institution  as  recovered  and  2 were  transferred  to  other 
asylums.  The  recovery  rate  for  the  year,  calculated  on  the 
admissions,  is  38  per  cent. — quite  a good  result  considering  the 
unfavourable  types  admitted. 

Fourteen  men  and  5 women  died  during  the  year,  being  an 
increase  of  2 men  as  compared  with  last  year,  the  number  of 
female  deaths  being  exactly  the  same.  The  death-rate  calculated 
on  the  daily  average  number  resident  is  7 per  cent.,  which  is 
about  an  average  for  asylums. 

New  Building  : — 

The  new  block,  the  construction  of  which  was  begun  in  1938, 
was  approaching  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  will  be 
put  into  use  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  I am  satisfied  that 
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it  will  provide  accommodation  of  the  most  modern  and  up  to 
date  type  and  that  every  comfort  and  convenience  will  be  avail- 
able under  exceptionally  pleasant  surroundings. 

H.M.  Commissioner  of  the  General  Board  o>f  Control  paid 
an  official  visit  on  the  5th  April  and  supplied  a satisfactory 
report  on  the  general  care,  attention,  condition  and  treatment  of 
the  patients. 

I have  .pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  loyal  support  and  assist- 
ance of  the  nursing  staff  and  the  courtesy  and  consideration 
shown  to  me  by  the  Committee  during  the  year. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  all  bacteriological 
examinations  of  ordinary  specimens  connected  with  infectious 
disease  were,  as  formerly,  carried  out  by  the  Physician  Super- 
intendent of  Gateside  Hospital,  and  all  other  specimens  were 
dealt  with  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Glasgow.  On  and 
after  1st  October  all  specimens  were,  on  the  instructions  of  the 
Department  of  Health,  sent  as  a war-time  measure  to  the  Han- 
nah Research  Laboratory,  Ayr.  Following  on  representations 
by  the  medical  profession,  however,  an  arrangement  was  arrived 
at  whereby  throat  swabs  taken  on  account  of  the  suspicion  of 
diphtheria  were  allowed  to  be  examined  at  Gateside  Hospital 
on  and  after  15th  November  : thereby  much  valuable  time  was 
saved  in  the  receipt  of  results. 


The  following  gives  the  number  and  results  of  examinations 
made  at  Gateside  Hospital  and  Ayr  laboratory  : — 


Nature  of  Specimen. 

Positive. 

Negative.  Total. 

Throat  swab. 

71 

2S!)  3ei0 

Sputum, 

52 

212 

Blood. 

14  U 

Cerebro-soinal  fluid. 

17  17 

Vaginal  Smear, 

2 

4 « 

Pus, 

3 

12  li> 

Pleural  fluid. 

.3  1 3 

Faeces, 

1 fi  1 () 

Urine, 

18  1'' 

Total, 

128 

585  1 713 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  results  of  examina- 
tions carried  out  at  Glasgow  and  Ayr  : — 


Nature  of  Specimen. 

Positive. 

V • 

rsegalive. 

TotaL 

Faeces  for  enteric  organisms,  .... 

1 

.52 

53 

Urine  for  enteric  organisms. 

00 

53 

Faeces  for  dysentery  organisms. 

2 

5 

o 

Faeces  for  food  poisoning" 
organisms, 

Food  for  food  poisoning 
organisms, 

(1  Flexner) 
(1  Sonne) 

3 

2 

5 

— 

1 

1 

Total, 

6 

111 

117 

No  specimens  from  human  sources  were  examined  for 
Tuberculosis  by  biological  methods  during  the  year.  Twelve 
Friedman  tests  for  pregnancy  were  carried  out  with  negative 
results. 


PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

During  1939  the  number  of  passenger  liners  from  Canada  and 
the  United  States  which  called  at  Greenock  was  44 : this  is  the 
lowest  figure  since  1927  and  is  entirely  due  to  the  war.  Com- 
parative figures  of  the  numbers  for  previous  years  are  shown 
below  : — 


1924  - 

- 

- 12 

1932  - 

- 

- 64 

1925  - 

- 

- 24 

1933  - 

- 

- 63 

1926  - 

- 

- 20 

1934  - 

- 

- 69 

1927  - 

- 

- 28 

1935  - 

- 

- 69 

1928  - 

- 

- 49 

1936  - 

- 

- 84 

1929  - 

- 

- 63 

1937  - 

- 

- 86 

1930  - 

- 

- 66 

1938  - 

- 

- 91 

1931  - 

- 

- 69 

1939  - 

- 

- 44 

There  were  3,607  passengers  landed  from  these  ships,  of  whom 
441  were  aliens  : 23  aliens  were  examined  at  the  request  of  the 
Immigration  Officer,  but  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  issue 
a medical  certificate.  One  case  of  chickenpox  was  removed  to 
Gateside  Hospital. 
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In  addition  to  these  passenger  liners,  troopships  landed  a con- 
siderable number  of  men,  among  whom  were  3 cases  of  influenza 
and  2 of  scarlet  fever;  all  were  removed  to  Gateside  Hospital. 

The  number  of  cargo  ships  boarded  at  the  anchorage  or  in 
harbour  was  119  : a general  examination  was  carried  out  in  each 
case.  The  goods  carried  by  54  ships  included  sugar,  timber, 
molasses,  cotton  seed,  linseed,  and  earth  nuts  : 52  ships  docked 
to  overhaul,  8 for  bunkers,  5 to  await  orders.  Most  of  the  ships 
were  in  good  sanitary  condition  : in  the  others  defects  were 
pointed  out  for  appropriate  action. 


Of  the  cargo  ships  17  had  valid  deratisation  certificates  and  82 
valid  exeriiption  certificates,  issued  in  accordance  with  the  Inter- 
national Sanitary  Convention  of  Paris  : 17  ships  had  certificates 
which  were  not  valid  (3  deratisation  and  14  exemption).  Of 
these  11  had  certificates  issued,  and  in  2 the  Master’s  under- 
taking was  received  that  he  would  obtain  a fresh  certificate  on 
arrival  at  his  home  port  : in  4 cases  the  ship  sailed  without 
renewal  of  the  certificate. 

Thirteen  deratisation  certificates  were  issued,  11  after  fumi- 
gation with  hydrogen  cyanide,  and  one  after  sulphur  dioxide, 
while  one  was  cleared  by  trapping. 


The  principle  of  searching  every  arriving  ship  for  rats  was 
continued,  and  in  10  ships  trapping  was  necessary,  123  rats  being 
recovered.  In  all  cases  rat  guards  or  equivalent  measures  were 
insisted  upon. 

The  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations  (Scotland) 
continued  in  force  during  the  year  and  measures  were  taken 
where  necessary. 

Registration  of  the  telegraphic  address  “ Portelth,  Greenock 
was  renewed  during  the  year. 


DISINFECTION. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  policy  or  methods  of  disinfection 
during  the  year  and  the  disinfecting  station  gave  good  service, 
15,384  articles  being  dealt  with — 6,980  by  steam  and  8,404  by 
disinfectant  solution. 
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RECEPTION  HOUSE. 


No  contacts  of  infectious  disease  were  admitted  during  the 
year,  but  26  persons  were  housed  for  an  average  period  of  two 
days  to  allow  of  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing  on  account 
of  scabies.  Blankets  were  given  on  loan  to  five  families  to 
allow  of  disinfection  being  carried  out. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  milk  supply  was,  as  formerly,  carefully  supervised  and 
there  were  no  major  problems  encountered  in  connection  wdth  it. 
Bacteriological  control  of  the  results  of  handling  were  main- 
tained, 338  specimens  of  milk  and  washings  from  bottles  being 
taken  for  examination ; the  results  proved  similar  to  those  of 
recent  years.  In  addition  27  samples  of  ice  cream  were  examined 
and  the  bacterial  count  in  these  varied  from  1,200  to  over  a 
million  organisms  per  millilitre,  while  four  showed  the  presence 
of  bacillus  coli  in  the  finished  product.  Pressure  of  other  work 
prevented  further  investigation  of  this  question  meantime. 

One  hundred  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  biological 
test  and  only  one  positive  result  for  tuberculosis  was  obtained. 
Intimation  of  this  was  sent  to  the  area  of  origin  of  the  milk, 
but  no  information  regarding  the  outcome  was  received. 

One  hundred  and  one  licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Desig- 
nations) Order  were  granted  : of  these  three  were  producers’ 
licences  for  standard  milk,  one  more  than  last  year. 

No  infectious  disease  carried  by  milk  was  discovered  during 
the  year.  A small  number  of  contacts  was,  as  usual,  tempor- 
arily debarred  from  handling  milk,  but  in  no  case  was  it  consid- 
ered necessary  to  stop  the  milk  supply  from  any  farm  or  milk 
shop. 

The  veterinary  inspection  of  the  herds  in  the  burgh  continued 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
and  no  separate  information  relating  to  Greenock  was  obtain- 
able. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  following  information  regarding  the  work  carried  out  at 
the  slaughterhouse,  which  refers  to  the  year  ending  15th  May, 
1940,  was  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  Peter  McIntyre,  M.R.C.V.S., 
Veterinary  Insp>ector  : — 
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Class. 

1 Number 

1 Slaughtered. 

Number 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Percentage 
affected 
with 
Tuber- 
culos  is. 

Whole 
Carcases 
s>  ized 
for 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Parts  of 
Carcases 
seized  for 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Whole 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

diseases 
other  than 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Parts  of 
Ca  rcases 
seized 
for 

diseases 
other  than 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Bullocks 

2,266 

184 

8.1 

1 

12 

2 

Bulls, 

179 

44 

24.5 

— 

4 



Cows, 

1,673 

752 

44.9 

35 

123 

4 

12 

Heifers. 

1,173 

145 

12.3 

3 

14 



2 

Swine, 

2,795 

181 

6.4 

1 

3 

1 

9 

Sheep, 

18,335 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34 

6 

Calves, 

1,458 

2 

0.13 

2 

16 

— 

Total, 

27,879 

1,308 

4.6 

42 

156 

56 

31 

The  following  is  the  list  of  conditions  which  were  responsible 
for  the  total  or  partial  seizure  of  carcases  : — 

Total  Seizure. — Tuberculosis,  42;  emaciation,  18;  de- 
composition, 16;  ipyrexia,  13;  dropsy,  3;  enteritis,  1;  imper- 
fectly bled,  1 ; immature,  1 ; joint  ill,  1 ; pneumonia,  1 ; 
abscesses,  1. 

Partial  Seizure. — Tuberculosis,  156;  injuries,  18;  ad- 
hesions, 8;  peritonitis,  4;  abscesses,  1. 

The  approximate  weight  of  meat  and  organs  destroyed  during 
the  year  was  30  tons,  15  cwts.,  2 qrs.,  21  lbs. 

The  routine  inspection  of  butchers’  shops  and  cold  stores  was 
carried  out  as  usual  by  the  slaughterhouse  staff. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

New  Houses  : — 

The  following  information  regarding  houses  certified  for  occu- 
pancy during  the  year  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Master 
of  Works  : — 

Private  Enterprise  : — 17  houses. 

3 bungalows  of  4 apartments. 

10  semi-detached  villas  of  5 apartments. 

1 villa  of  6 apartments. 

1 altered  house  of  7 apartments. 

1 altered  house  of  4 apartments. 

1 altered  house  of  3 apartments. 
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Local  Authority  : — 343  houses. 

Gibbshill  and  Bogston  Scheme  : — 

68  tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 
24  tenement  houses  of  S apartments. 

Carwood  Street  Scheme  : — 


Strone  Farm  Scheme  : — - 

92  tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 
108  tenement  houses  of  4 apartments. 
26  tenement  houses  of  5 apartments. 
2 tenement  houses  of  6 apartments. 


Housing  Financial  Provisions  (Scotland)  Act,  1938  : — 

The  passing  of  this  act  has  allowed  the  Local  Authority  more 
latitude  in  its  arrangements,  and  has  definitely  removed  certain 
anomalies  which  previously  existed.  A re;jx)rt  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  advisability 
of  adjusting  future  policy  was  approved  by  the  Local  Authority 
during  the  year. 

Slum  Clearance  : — 

The  total  number  of  families  displaced  from  unfit  houses 
during  the  year  was  123,  comprising  479  persons;  of  these  84 
families,  comprising  381  persons,  were  rehoused  direct,  and  37 
families  comprising  98  persons  were  housed  indirectly. 

These  families  came  from  the  following  areas  : — 

John  Street  Area,  - - - - 21  families,  57  persons. 


Eight  undertakings  under  section  16(2)  of  the  Housing  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1930,  embracing  17  dwellinghouses  were  accepted 
during  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  48  occupiers  of 
dwellinghouses  subject  to  undertaking  remained  to  be  rehoused. 

Overcrowding  : — 

Overcrowding  was  directly  relieved  by  the  provision  of  new 
houses  by  the  Local  Authority  in  245  cases  : 1,759  persons  were 
displaced. 


3 tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 
3 tenement  houses  of  4 apartments. 


Broad  Close  Area,  - 
Tobago  Street  North  Area,  - 
Outwith  Clearance  Areas,  - 


8 families,  26  persons. 

55  families,  178  persons. 

39  families,  218  persons. 
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The  basis  on  which  this  decrowding  operation  was  arranged 
was  as  follows  : — 


This  number  of  cases  directly  decrowded  may  not  appear  to 
be  very  large,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  incidental 
thereto  a certain  number  of  cases  were  indirectly  decrowded  by 
’'-■.oving  into  houses  vacated  by  those  directly  decrowded,  and  it 
is  estimated  that  approximately  205  cases  have  been  thus  dealt 
with,  giving  a total  of  450  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with 
during  the  year. 

From  the  date  of  the  Housing  Survey  in  1935  to  the  end  of 
1939  820  cases  have  been  directly  decrowded,  involving  5,175 
persons,  and  it  is  estimated  that  during  the  same  period  400 
cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  indirectly  relieved,  i.e.,  a total 
of  1,220  cases,  comprising  approximately  6,275  persons. 

Sub-Letting  : — 

Sub-letting,  bringing  overcrowding  in  its  train,  still  continues 
and,  as  far  as  can  be  estimated,  is  increasing,  particularly  in  the 
Local  Authority’s  housing  schemes.  It  is  a most  insidious  evil 
and  very  difficult  to  control.  Under  war  conditions  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  any  practicable  measures  to  deal  with  it  are  possible, 
but  it  will  certainly  require  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  future. 


Condition  of  Houses  : — 

The  houses  in  Local  Authority  housing  schemes  were  found 
on  the  whole  to  be  kept  in  a clean  condition.  Constant  super- 
vision was  maintained,  and  although  in  a considerable  number  of 
cases  action  had  to  be  taken  where  carelessness  was  evident,  im- 
provement thereafter  was  manifest.  There  are,  however,  a 
number  of  families  who  appear  to  be  incorrigible. 

Town  Planning  : — 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  in  this  matter  since  the 
last  report. 


Overcrowding  with  an  illness  factor,  - - - 

Overcrowding  in  order  of  “ worst  overcrowding. 
Correlation  of  decrowding  and  rehousing,  - 


74 

155 

16 


Total, 


245 
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FACTORIES  ACT. 

At  the  end  of  1939  there  were  552  factories  on  the  register  : 
of  these  367  used  mechanical  power  and  185  did  not. 

The  usual  routine  supervision  was  carried  out  during  the  year, 
and  informal  notice  regarding  various  conditions  were  issued  in 
8 cases.  In  addition  a number  of  verbal  warnings  were  given ; 
these  produced  a remedy  in  each  case. 

H.M.  Factory  Inspector  intimated  14  cases  of  defect  in  sani- 
tary accommodation  or  other  similar  matter,  and  all  of  these 
were  corrected  after  communication  with  the  occupier  or  owner, 
except  in  three  instances  where  negotiations  are  not  yet  complete. 

Two  lists  of  outworkers  were  received  and  147  intimations 
were  sent  to  other  Local  Authorities  during  the  period. 


WATER  SUPPLY,  DRAINAGE,  ETC. 

A full  supply  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  was  maintained 
during  the  year,  and  quarterly  analyses  showed  that  it  was  in  all 
respects  suitable  for  domestic  purposes. 

No  difficulty  was  experienced  with  the  sewerage  system,  which 
was  able  to  deal  efficiently  with  all  calls  made  upon  it. 

There  was  no  complaint  in  connection  with  pollution  of  streams 
during  the  year. 

No  medical  certificates  regarding  nuisances  were  issued. 


PROPAGANDA. 

The  usual  propaganda  measures  were  carried  out  during  the 
year,  and  in  addition  topical  subjects  were  referred  to  in  the 
Greenock  Telegraph  from  time  to  time. 

Much  additional  propaganda  in  connection  with  air  raid  pre- 
cautions was  displayed. 

WAR  EFFECTS. 

The  outbreak  of  war  did  not  appear  by  the  end  of  the  year  to 
have  had  any  great  efl'ect  on  the  population  or  on  the  com- 
munity life.  The  Local  Authority’s  health  services  carried  on 
practically  unaltered. 
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There  was  a certain  amount  of  billeting  brought  into  opera- 
tion, mostly  in  halls,  but  no  very  great  difficulty  was  encountered 
in  the  process.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  exercised  continual  supervision  and  gave  all  necessary 
assistance. 

The  black-out  brought  its  inconveniences,  but,  apart  from  an 
increase  in  fatal  accidents,  no  definite  ill  effects  of  a more  than 
temporary  nature  were  noted. 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

Large  numbers  of  air  raid  precautions  volunteers  were  trained 
in  first-aid,  the  effects  of  poison  gas,  and  in  elementary  nursing. 
This  work  wa5  going  on  unabated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  casualty  service  of  the  air  raid  precautions  organisation 
was  further  developed  and  three  fixed  first-aid  posts  and  two 
mobile  units  were  established,  while  three  party  depots  were 
created  to  house  the  personnel  and  equipment  of  the  various  first 
line  casualty  units.  These  premises  were  of  a rather  makeshift 
character  at  the  outbreak  of  war,  but  were  beginning  to  take  on 
a more  permanent  form  by  the  end  of  the  year,  although  much 
still  remains  to  be  done.  The  personnel  showed  splendid  enthusi- 
asm and  the  morale  of  the  whole  service  was  excellent. 
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APPENDIX. 


TABLE  L— VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(A)  BIRTHS.  DE.VrHS  and  MARRIAGES. 


Numbers 

Registered 

Transfers. 

Corrected  Number. 

in 

District. 

Out. 

In. 

Both 

Sexes. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  Births  (including 
Illegitimate),  - 

1,675 

41 

18 

1,652 

861 

791 

Illegitimate  Births,  - 

77 

2 

9 

84 

47 

37 

Still  Births, 

72 

1 

73 

37 

36 

Marriages,  - 

656 

... 

Deaths, 

1,122 

101 

72 

1,093 

609 

484 

(B)  DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


Ages. 

Population 
Estimated  at 
Mid-Year  by 
M.O.H. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Percentage 

of 

Total  Deaths. 

Death-rate 
per  1000  of 
the 

Population. 

Average 
Death-rate 
per  1000  of 
population 
during 
preceding 
6 years 

Under  1 Year,  - 

1,812 

146 

13.36 

80.57 

85.39 

From  1 — 5 Years,  - 

6,413 

28 

2.56 

4.36 

7.94 

„ 5-10  „ 

8,432 

16 

1.46 

1.89 

2.30 

„ 10-15  „ 

8,214 

12 

1.10 

1.46 

1.94 

M 16-25  „ 

14,508 

54 

4.94 

3.72 

3.92 

„ 25  -35  „ 

11,927 

51 

4.67 

4.27 

4.33 

,,  35  45  , 

10,098 

58 

.5.30 

5.74 

7.62 

,,  45—55  „ 

8,858 

93 

8.51 

10.49 

11.5.J 

,,  .55-65  „ 

6,391 

181 

16.56 

28.32 

24.07 

.,  65-75  ,, 

3,459 

241 

22.05 

69.67 

66.48 

„ 75-85  „ 

1,105 

168 

15.37 

152.03 

153.14 

,,  85  and  over. 

149 

45 

4.12 

302.01 

262.06 

TOTAL. 

81,366 

1,093 

100.00 

13.43 

13.79 

TABLE  II.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (corrected  for  Transfers)— REGISTR A R GENERAL  — 1939 
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TABl.K  III  -CAUSES  OF  DEATH-PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTR IC  IS— MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH,  1939. 
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TABLE  IV.— POPULATION  AND  PRINCIPAL  RATES 
PER  1,000— REGISTRAR  GENERAL— 1881-1939. 


Year. 

Population. 

Death-rate. 

1 

Birth-rate. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

l881-'885 

71,578 

22.19 

38.01 

139 

885-1890 

72,073 

18.92 

32.23 

127 

1891 

63.4.32 

22.54 

32.55 

163 

1892 

63,027 

19.74 

35.83 

116 

1893 

62,713 

20.90 

32.96 

134 

1894 

62,400 

19.23 

32.20 

133 

1895 

62.090 

23.06 

33.84 

152 

I891-1893- 

"62,732 

-^1.09 

-.33.47  - 

—139 

1s9m 

61.781 

17.84 

.33  08 

120 

1897 

61,475 

22.17 

33.05 

1.59 

1898 

61,170 

21.38 

35.20 

136 

1899 

67,269 

19.64 

31.01 

142 

1900 

67.776 

19.18 

32.50 

130 

1896-1900 

63,894 

20  04 

32.96 

137 

1901 

68,264 

19.45 

29.84 

1.32 

1902 

68,756 

19.85 

31.74 

122 

1903 

69,252 

18.93 

29.66 

144 

1904 

69,749 

17.65 

30.09 

123 

1905 

70.253 

18.78 

30.49 

116 

1901-1906 

69,254 

18.93 

30.34 

127 

1906 

70,758 

17.89 

32.21 

127 

1907 

71,269 

17.79 

30.25 

104 

1908 

71,783 

17.00 

30.31 

118 

1909 

73,214 

15.01 

26.73 

95 

1910 

74,667 

18.87 

28.85 

129 

1906-1910 

72,338 

17.31 

29.67 

114 

1911 

75,028 

18.44 

30.73 

113 

1912 

76,337 

18.70 

31.30 

119 

1913 

77.156 

18.22 

31.03 

116 

1914 

77,642 

18.04 

32  84 

108 

1916 

77,69.5 

20.14 

29.49 

145 

1911-1915 

76,771 

18.70 

31.07 

120 

1916 

78.642 

17.10 

29  20 

109 

1917 

79,299 

15.10 

26.88 

92 

1918 

79,574 

17.88 

26.52 

110 

1919 

79,613 

17.25 

28.73 

99 

1920 

80,436 

16.51 

.33.34 

104 

1916-1920 

79,512 

16.76 

28.93 

102 

1921 

81,120 

14.59 

30.15 

93 

1922 

81,370 

19  17 

27.68 

149 

1923 

81,622 

12.94 

27.04 

77 

1924 

82,096 

15.22 

24.16 

11.3 

1925 

81,200 

14.32 

24  .54 

107 

1921-1925 

81,461 

15.24 

26.71 

107 

192i; 

81,558 

13.74 

23.87 

90 

1927 

80,889 

1.3.26 

22.17 

89 

1928 

79,204 

15.74 

24.05 

120 

1929 

81,844 

15,57 

22.22 

111 

1930 

82,131 

1.3.69 

22. 98 

96 

1926-193C 

81,125 

14.40 

23.05 

101 

1931 

79,012 

13.  .50 

23.  40 

78 

1932 

79,387 

14.63 

21.47 

121 

1933 

79,486 

15.03 

20.60 

108 

1934 

79,605 

12.90 

20.86 

89 

1935 

79,980 

1.3.85 

21.16 

92 

1931-193E 

79,494 

13  98 

21  49 

97 

1936 

80.524 

1.3  73 

20. 29 

101 

19.37 

80,957 

15  60 

21  6C 

1 97 

1938 

81,297 

12  81 

20.24 

1 

1939 

81,366 

13  43 

20.30 

1 88 

Tuberculosis 

Death-rate. 


Pulmonary. 


2.35 
2 03 
1.82 
2.01 
1.59 

2.09 
1.62 

-1.82  - 
1.76 
2.06 
2.07 
1.70 
1.69 
1.83 

1.46 
1.81 
1.68 
1.20 
1.31 

1.49 
1.34 
1.54 
1.21 

1.09 
1.16 
1.26 

1.50 
1.44 

1.47 
1.00 

1.15 
1.39 
1.42 
1.28 

1.10 
0.94 
1.06 

1.16 
1.01 

1.03 
0.99 
1.00 
0.85 
0.97 
0.98 
0.87 
0.80 

1.04 
0.88 
0.91 
0.90 
0.66 
0.88 
0.79 
0.76 
0.79 
0.63 
1.01 
0.79 
0.93 


Non- 
Pulmonary. 

0.96 
0.69 
0.56 
0.65 
0.65 
0.49 
0.82 
0.63 
0.65 
0.68 
0.83 
0.83 
0.84 
0.74 
0.90 
0.94 
0.80 
0.93 
1.05 
0.92 
1 25 
1.08 
1.12 
1.0!) 
0.96 
1.10 
0.95 
1.02 
0.86 
0 91 
0.91 
0.93 
0.75 
0.83 
0.82 
0.59 
0.69 
0.73 
0.54 
0.68 
0.54 
0.44 
0.52 
0.64 
0.34 
0.44 
0.34 
0.26 
0.30 
0.33 
0.30 
0.36 
0.18 
0.21 
0.09 
0.22 
0.28 
0 31 
0.30 
0.17 


TABLE  V.— SOURCES  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES-  1939 
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TABLE  VI.— MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFEC'TIOUS  DISEASES— 1939. 
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